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Hearing, AM Session - November 21, 2019

CEORG A PATHWAYS TO COVERAGE 1115
DEMONSTRATI ON WAl VER
BY MR MATTHEW KRULL.:
Good norning. |'m Matthew Krull, Attorney
with the Departnent of Community Health in the
O fice of General Counsel. Today is
Novenber 21, 2019, and it is now 9:00 a. m

This is the public hearing on the Georgia
Pat hways to Coverage 1115 Denonstrati on Wi ver.
This public notice was issued by Comm ssi oner
Frank Berry on Novenber 4, 2019. This notice is
i ncorporated into these proceedi ngs.

Pursuant to 42 CFR 431.408, the Departnent
of Community Health is required to provide the
public the opportunity to review and provide
i nput on the Section 1115 Denonstration Wi ver.

At the Novenber 4, 2019, DCH Board neeti ng,
t he Departnent received approval to rel ease, for
public comment, this notice.

The public coment period will expire
Decenber 3, 2019. Individuals who wish to
provide witten comments on or before
Decenber 3, 2019, may submt comments through an
online webform | ocated at

medi cai d. georgi a. gov/ patientsfirst, or to
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Lavinia Luca, curator of the Board of Community
Health at P.O Box 1966, Atlanta, Georgia
30301- 1966.

Comrent letters nust be postmarked by
Decenber 3, 2019, to be accepted.

At the conclusion of the coment period,
all oral comments presented today will be
transcri bed and provided to the Board of
Community Health, along with a copy of any
witten comments received. The Board will be
asked to vote on this itemfor final adoption at
its Decenber 12, 2019, neeting.

| f you wish to nake oral coments today,
pl ease ask that you sign the roster at the back
of the roomon the table in the rear and we'll
call you at the appropriate tine.

At this time, I'll ask does anyone need the
services of the sign | anguage interpreter?

You may be at ease.

|'d like to introduce M. Bl ake Ful enw der.
He is the Chief Health Policy Oficer at The
Department of Community Health, to give an

overvi ew of the 1115 Wi ver.
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SECTI ON 1115 WAI VER PRESENTATI ON
BY MR BLAKE FULENW DER:

| think we are good. Can everyone hear ne
okay? kay. Geat.

Good norning and welcone to Ronme. |'m
going to provide a little bit of background
information on the 1115 Georgi a Pat hways
Denonstration Waiver. How we got here, and
then, we'll dive into sone of the core details
of the waiver -- draft waiver application today.

As you may know, Senate Bill 106, The
Patients First Act, was passed by the Georgia
Ceneral Assenbly and signed by Governor Kenp on
March 27, 2019. This |egislation authorizes The
Department of Community Health to draft and
submt a Section 1115 Denonstration Waiver to
the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
at the federal level. The legislation includes
the tinmeframe whereby this authorization wll
expire on June 3, 2020. It also includes
paraneters such as a potential increase in the
inconme eligibility thresholds for the Georgia
Medi caid Programof up to 100 percent of the
Federal Poverty Level.

It also authorizes the departnent to
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i npl emrent the 1150 wai ver wi thout further
| egi slative action.

1115 waivers are waiving parts of the
Social Security Act and grants the U. S.
Departnent of Health and Hunan Service's
secretary the authority to approve waivers to
i npl enent projects that pronote the objectives
of the Medicaid programand testing different
del i very approaches.

This wai ver authority is broad. It's one
of several different waiver authorities
avai l able to states, but what it nust beis -- a
core requirenent is that it nust be
budget - neutral for the federal governnment.

These wai vers are typically authorized for a
five-year period, and we are seeking a five-year
aut hori zation under the draft denonstration

wai ver that has been put out for public notice.

It's al so based upon revised criteria that
the adm nistration released in the fall of 2017,
whi ch was ained at granting additional
flexibility for states in terns of how they may
seek to pursue 1115 strat egi es.

The wai ver devel opnent process kicked off

in June, as we contracted with our consulting
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teamfromDeloitte Consulting, and we conpl eted
a state and national -1evel environnental scan.
And this information is |ocated on the DCH
website under The Patients First Act |ink. And
if you you have not had an opportunity to review
that, | would encourage you to do so. |It's
about 150 pages worth of information and it's

hi ghly val uabl e and hel ped formthe waiver

devel opnment, as we've noved through this

pr ocess.

The second part, which began in July,
started with convening a work group of roughly
55 stakehol ders froma broad spectrum of
industry interests to begin review ng that
information and hel ping to fornmul ate strategies
for waiver devel opnment. W then noved into
wai ver drafting, and on Novenber 4th of this
year, the DCH Board approved, for initial
adoption the public notice, which kicked off the
public comment period that we are in right now.

Thr oughout the process, and at the
encour agenent of the Centers for Medicare and
Medi cai d Services, we have been in touch with
their teans to vet ideas and receive gui dance

al ong the way.
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This is the fifth of six hearings that wll
be held across the state. To date we have been
to Savannah, Macon, Bainbridge, Gainesville. W
are here in Rone today and we will be in
Kennesaw t onorr ow.

And again, we are accepting public comrents
online or by mail until Decenber 3, 2019.

We identified core goals of the 1115
Denonstration Waiver we were seeking to address,
and we wanted to inprove access, affordability
and quality of healthcare with strategies that
i nprove the health of | owinconme Georgians
t hrough encouragi ng work or other enpl oynent
related activities.

A core goal is to reduce the nunber of
uninsured in the state and nationally. W rank
very high in that regard.

W wanted to pronote nenber transition to
commercial health insurance as econom c standi ng
in individuals, econom c standing inproves, and
we wanted to encourage Georgi a Pat hways
participants to be active consuners and
deci sion-makers in their own heal t hcare.

We wanted to support the newy eligible

menber enrol |l ment and enpl oyer-sponsored
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i nsurance for those for whomthat option exists,
and al so i ncrease the nunber of people across
the state who are enployed and of those who are
enpl oyed, pronote wage grow h.

And central to all of this, for both the
state and federal governnent, is working to
ensure the long-termfiscal sustainability of
t he Medi caid Program

Coupl e key features of the 1115 Wi ver
desi gn include a new pathway for Ceorgia
Pat hways participants for Medicaid coverage,
whi ch include those who are not eligible today.
This is primarily childless adults and
| ow-i ncone parents at the Federal Poverty Level.
We reduce concepts of commercial health
i nsurance, such as prem uns, copaynents and a
heal t hy rewards account to encourage
participation and fluency wth how comerci al
heal th i nsurance works, and al so to provide
prem um assi stance for those bel ow t he Federal
Poverty Level who have access to
enpl oyer - sponsored health i nsurance, so |ong as
it's cost effective for the state to do so.

The new Pat hways program i ncl udes

eligibility for Georgians who are not eligible

Regency-Brentano, Inc
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for another category of assistance under the
Georgia Medicaid Program So this would exclude
typical categories within |owincome Medicaid to
i ncl ude pregnant wonen or children. 1t would

al so not include nenbers of our Aged, Blind and
Di sabl ed Medi caid program Again these are
primarily |l owincone parents and childl ess
adults, who are aged 19 to 24 years old, with

i ncones bel ow 100 percent of the Federal Poverty
Level .

In order to qualify, Pathways participants
must conplete a mni mumof 80 hours a nonth of
qual i fying activities, which is by definition
part-tinme, and in accordance with federal [|aw,
must be a United States citizen or certain |egal
permanent resident in order to qualify.

Qualifying activities include a broad range
of options including subsidized and unsubsi di zed
enpl oynent, both public and private sector,
on-the-job training, job readiness, qualified
community service, vocational educationa
training, as well as a full-tinme enrollnment in
an institution of higher education.

| want to touch on one particul ar area

whi ch we are seeking to | everage an existing

Regency-Brentano, Inc
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hi ghly successful programthrough the Technica
Col | ege System of Georgia. Georgia' s high
demand career initiative includes a broad array
of fields of study, to enter into a training
track that noves you to job readiness into an
area where there's an identified need across the
state.

Enrollees in this programwoul d be
eligible, so long as the other criteria are net,
and their premumrequirenents and certain
copaynents requirenment will be waived, so |ong
as they are participating as an incentive to
moving into that track

El ements of comrercial health insurance
that we've incorporated into the draft waiver
application include prem uns, copaynents, and a
requi red heal thy nmenber, healthy rewards account
for menbers whose incone is between 50 and
100 percent of the Federal Poverty Level.
Prem um paynents are based on incone and are
i ndexed on a sliding scale from$7 to $11 a
mont h. For househol ds where there are two
qual i fyi ng Pat hways participants, prem uns wl |
be capped at $18 per nonth. Copaynent anounts

woul d near the existing Medicaid State Pl an

Regency-Brentano, Inc
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Copaynment structure with the addition of a $30
copaynent for non-energency utilization of the
ener gency departnent.

The menber rewards account woul d al so be
est abl i shed whereby people could earn points by
engagi ng i n heal thy behaviors, such as chronic
di sease managenent, bionetric screenings,
snoki ng cessation and simlar activities.

Prem um contri butions that would be nade
nmont hl y woul d be deposited into this account and
accessi ble by a nenber. Once the account
accrues a mni mum of $200, then the dollars in
t hat account could be used to cover other
medi cal services that nmay be needed, but not a
covered benefit, including over-the-counter
drugs, dental services, eyeglasses and also to
hel p pay copaynents at the point of service.

Enpl oyer - sponsored i nsurance woul d al so be
a mandatory program which represents an
expansi on of the existing voluntary health
i nsurance prem um paynment program under Georgia
Medi caid today. |If it is cost-effective to the
state, whereby the anpbunt it would cost to
subsi di ze the prem um and copaynent requirenents

for an individual enrolled in the programare

Regency-Brentano, Inc
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| ess than the capitation paynent that woul d be
required on that person's behal f, they would be
required to enroll in their enployer-sponsored

i nsurance plan, and the state woul d provide that
prem um assi stance to reinburse the individual's
portion of the prem uns.

Again, | want to reiterate that comments
wll be -- are able to be submtted now and wil|
be accepted through Decenber 3, 2019. They can
be provided at the link provided on the screen
or mailed to:

Lavi ni a Luca.

C/ O The Board of Community Heal th.

PO Box 1966

Atl anta, Georgia 30301.

At this time, 1'lIl nowturn it back over to
M. Krull who will start our public comment
period. | want to thank all of you for being
here with us this norning.

BY MR KRULL:

Thank you, Blake. W will go to the roster
to give each person who signed in an opportunity
to speak. Please limt your comments to ten
m nut es and keep your comments |limted to the

i ssues that directly relate to the preposed

Regency-Brentano, Inc




© 00 N o o A w N P

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
gag A W N P O O 00 N O O pd~ W N -, O

Hearing, AM Session - November 21, 2019

14

public notice.

At the end of your ten mnutes if you' ve
not conpl eted your presentation, | may ask for a
brief closing statenent and you will be able to
submt any remai ning coments in witing.

And 1'lIl ask -- there's a m crophone down
here, if you'll cone down and make your
testinmony into the m crophone. W have a court
reporter taking down the testinony to be
submtted with the application

First person on the roster is Steven
M racl e.

BY MR M RACLE, REPRESENTI NG GEORG A MOUNTAI N HEALTH
SERVI CES:

Thank you for the opportunity. Good
nmorning. |'m Steven Mracle, the CEO of Ceorgia
Mount ai ns Health Services. Qur organization is
a nonprofit, federally qualified health center
with offices in Blue Ridge and other rural
| ocations in North Ceorgia.

On behalf of ny organi zation and ny
community board, and nost inportantly, the
medi cal | y underserved residents of my conmunity,
| offer our support of the proposed 1115 Wi ver.

Founded in 1984, the m ssion of Ceorgia

Regency-Brentano, Inc
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Mount ai ns Health was to provide primary nedical
and dental and behavi oral healthcare to the

uni nsured and underserved in our comunity,
regardl ess of their ability to pay.

In the last year, ny organi zation provided
quality healthcare to nearly 15, 000 peopl e,

t hese Georgians using our full-tinme providers as
t heir nedical honme and dental hone. True to our
m ssi on, 44 percent of our patients are covered
t hrough the Medicaid program The nore striking
statistic, however, is that 25 percent of our
patients have no insurance coverage.

(Pause.)

25 percent of our patients have no
i nsurance. The uninsured nmen and wonen in that
25 percent currently receive quality primry
care without the benefit of insurance coverage.
And as you well know, however, healthcare needs
to not stop with primary care.

Where does the uninsured diabetic go who
needs specialty care of an endocri nol ogi st?
Where does the uninsured cancer victimgo, who
needs the specialty care of an oncologist? And
what about the uninsured person who needs

medi cation to control their high blood pressure

Regency-Brentano, Inc
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or chol esterol; where do they go?

We support the proposed 1115 wai ver because
it will help those individuals and others.

My organi zation is part of the CGeorgia
Primary Care Association, which is a statew de
network of primary care offices, with 34
i ndependent organi zations, operating in 229
| ocations and 112 counties in the state of
CGeorgi a.

| would |ike you to know that the Medicaid
dol l ars spent for patient for patient care and
community health centers |ike mne help the
state neet its budget challenges. Community
health centers actually control healthcare costs
t hrough a focus on preventative screenings,
chroni c di sease nanagenent and reduction in
unnecessary ER visits. | wll be happy to
provi de docunentation of this assertion if
i nt er est ed.

We appreciate Governor Kenp's |eadership in
addressing the need for access to healthcare for
t hose Georgians who do not currently have access
to i nsurance cover age.

| and ny organi zation stand ready to

support the proposed 1115 Wai ver and ot her

Regency-Brentano, Inc
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efforts to help inprove access, quality and
affordability of healthcare in Georgia.

Thank you for your tinme. 1'll be glad to
answer any questions.

BY MR FULLENW DER
Thank you very nuch.
BY MR KRULL:

Thank you M. Mracle. Appreciate your
time. Next on the list is Laura Col bert.

BY MS. LAURA COLBERT, REPRESENTI NG GEORG ANS FOR A
HEALTHY FUTURE

Good norning. |'mlLaura Colbert. | amthe
executive director at Georgians for a Healthy
Future. Qur organi zation is working for a day
where all GCeorgians have access to quality,
af f ordabl e healthcare that they need to |ive
healthy lives and to contribute to the health of
their communiti es.

To get to that vision, for the |last seven
to eight years GHF has | ead advocacy efforts to
ext ended heal t hcare coverage to all of
| ow-i ncome CGeorgians. As a consuner
organi zation, we spend as nuch tinme as possible
tal king and | earning from consunmers across the

state. And that includes interview ng and

Regency-Brentano, Inc
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speaking with a ot of |owinconme and uni nsured
Georgians fromareas |ike Fort Gai nes, Ceorgia,
to Gainesville, Augusta, to Al bany. W've

spent a lot of tine in these places speaking
with famlies and individuals, and what we've

| earned fromthemis that they are stretched
thinin time and noney. They are taking care of
their famlies and communities to the best of
their ability, and they share a ot of the

val ues that, of course, many of us in this room
share around honesty and | ove, trust and
fairness.

What we' ve gat hered through those
conversations are quotes and stories from
Daphne, who is a nother of three in Fort Gaines.
She said, "Wen you don't have any noney or any
i nsurance, you have to settle.” W've also
heard from Susie in Douglasville, she's a
gr andnot her who takes care of her eight year-old
gr anddaught er and her di sabl ed husband. She has
a cancer diagnosis and she said, "Sonetines I
don't want to have ny cancer taken care of
because of noney." She's uni nsured but has
managed to find a provider who will |et her pay

on an ongoi ng basi s.
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So the plan that has been proposed by the
state, the math says it wll cover about 50, 000
people in the course of five years. And while
every additional Georgian with coverage is a
win, this proposed plan does not neet the needs
of the consuners that we've net around the
state, and neaningfully nove Georgians towards a
heal thier, equitable future, where everybody has
cover age.

I nstead, this plan largely disregards
avai |l abl e data about coverage expansions. It
expends state dollars that is three tines higher
than i s necessary and di sm sses the inherent
val ue of deservedness of healthcare for al
Ceor gi ans.

There are hundreds of studies that
denonstrate how broad coverage expansi ons
benefit | owincone Anericans, rural conmunities
and the providers that serve them These
studi es show i nproved heal th outcones that are
housing stability for those wth new coverage,
better financial outcones, and fewer nedical
bankruptcies, inproved quality of healthcare,

i nproved financial status for the federally

qualified health centers, reduced hospital
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closures, the |ist goes on.

This plan would restrict those benefits to
a much smaller group of Ceorgians unnecessarily.
And it would specifically | eave out people who
are full-time caregiving, people wth nmental
i1l nesses who are unable to work w thout care,
peopl e experienci ng honel essness, many with
limted access to the Internet for reporting
purposes. And so the group of Georgians that
woul d benefit fromthis proposal is quite
restrictive.

I n addi tion, because the state's decision
to expand coverage only up to the poverty line
and not to 133 percent of the FPL, the state is
f oregoi ng agai nst match avail abl e t hrough the
Af fordabl e Care Act.

| nstead of taking the best deal avail able
to the state, the state is proposing to spend
three tines nore per person, which suggests is
an ineffective use of our resources.

In addition to that, the conponents of this
wai ver are needl essly conplicated and not based
in the best evidence -- the best avail able
evi dence and data and are unlikely to neet the

state's stated goals.
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Work requirenments, as denonstrated by
experiences in other states, only serves as a
barrier to enrollnment and to conti nuous
coverage. In GHF' s experience, talking with
consuners fromaround the state, healthcare
facilitates work, rather than the other
direction. Data is still, of course, out to
prove the directionality of that relationship,
but the nost promsing results really point to
heal thcare as the nost inportant first step for
wor k.

There is little data to support the
ef fecti veness of well ness prograns or cost
sharing for | owincone consuners. Especially --
there's a |l ot of good data around wel |l ness
prograns, especially, and they do little to
i nprove the health outcomes or health status of
those who are enrolled in these prograns and are
expensi ve and conplicated to run.

Instead of -- on the side of cost sharing,
i nstead of giving the Georgia governnent the
dollars that will be needed for prem uns and
copays, these |owincone Georgians woul dn't be
much better able to use these dollars toward

basi c needs. Their budgets are already

Regency-Brentano, Inc
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stretched. Many folks in the incone |evel have
trouble affording food, rent, school supplies
for their kids. Those dollars would really help
facilitate better health if they can spend them
on healthier foods, a healthier place to live
and getting their kids educated.

| also want to touch on the elimnation --
t he proposed elimnation of non-energency
medi cal transportation. GHF has just started to
| ook at transportation as a facilitator or
barrier to care. And we've just done a data
anal ysis that denonstrates 3/4 of Georgia's
counties are health transportation shortage
areas. | am happy to provide that data and an
analysis with our witten coments. Most of
those counties that are health transportation
shortage areas are rural counties, and so the
elimnation of an EMI woul d add a barrier to
care and likely end up costing Georgia nore
since those fol ks woul d have a much harder tine
getting to healthcare services, especially those
that are preventative.

In addition, people of color in Georgia are
three tines nore likely to be wi thout a vehicle,

so the elimnation of -- excuse ne, as conpared

Regency-Brentano, Inc




© 00 N o o A w N P

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
gag A W N P O O 00 N O O pd~ W N -, O

Hearing, AM Session - November 21, 2019 23

to white Ceorgians, and so the elimnation of
transportation as a benefit would likely
exacerbate racial inequities in health outcones.
So based on all of that, GHF recommends
that The Departnent work with the Georgia
| egislature to revisit the authorizing
| egi slation, so that there is an opportunity to
expand coverage to all Georgians up to
130 percent of the FPL. W also reconmend
revising the proposal to pronote ease of
enrol Il mrent and conti nuous coverage and to --
with the goal of covering as many CGeorgi ans as
possi ble. And we, of course, reconmend
mai nt ai ni ng non-energency transportation in the
benefit package, as well as nmaintaining
retroactive coverage.
And that concludes ny comments.
BY MR FULLENW DER:
Thank you.
BY MR KRULL:
Thank you, Ms. Col bert, for your comments.
Next on the list is Amanda Ptashkin.
BY MsS. AMANDA PTASHKI N, COVMUNI TY CATALYST:
Good norning. M nane is Amanda Pt ashkin.

| am a resident of Avondal e Estates, Georgia.
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|"ve been in Georgia for ten years now, and |
work for a national organization, Community
Catalyst. W are a health policy and advocacy
organi zation operating in 41 states. And | have
the privilege of working with the Southern
Health Partner's Project in particular, which
works with 13 Southern states, five of which
have Medi cai d expansi on, Kentucky, Loui siana,
Arkansas, West Virginia, and Virginia.

|"'m here today nore as a CGeorgia resident
than a national expert, but I did want to
provi de sone insight, particularly since this is
a denonstration waiver and is neant to
denonstrate that this is actually going to work
for people.

What we' ve seen, overwhel mngly, fromthese
states that have tried to either enforce work
requi renents or other barriers to care, is that
they're exactly that, barriers to care. W've
seen people in all those states, and those that
have gai ned coverage have shown remarkabl e
out cones and access to preventative services and
ot her benefits that are wonderful. But at the
sanme time, when their states are trying to

i npl enent and put further requirenents on them
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we see that there have been many peopl e that
have | ost coverage and have fallen through the
cracks. And that is certainly of great concern
to nmyself and to our organization.

|'"d also like to note that | was previously
enpl oyed at CGeorgians for Healthy Future, which
our previous speaker just cane from and from
2010 to 2014 worked in that organization and was
a navigator during the first open-enroll nent
period, and hel ped | ead the consortium work of
CGeorgia navigators to enroll people in the
coverage. So | have first-hand know edge and
certainly understand the conplexity of insurance
and Medi cai d, but have al so worked directly with
consuners, really hear their concerns and work
with themto work through them

As | said, again, this is a denonstration
wai ver, and what we're seeing in the
denonstration is that these are not the right
ways to approach coverage expansions. First,
I'"d like to start wth an econom c argunent.
Certainly, this is not the start, this is not a
first step, this has been an eight-year battle
to encourage the state of Georgia to expand

coverage through Medicaid. The decision in the
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2012 Suprene Court hearing nmade that an option
for the state, and since that tine, there've
been | oud advocates working to expand Medi caid
in the state and urge the governors to accept
t hat expansi on.

In the first few years of that expansion
there was the opportunity for 100 percent
coverage of what that expansion popul ation
woul d' ve been. We've m ssed that w ndow and now
we're down to a 90/10 match, which | certainly
still value, but know that we m ssed an
opportunity, for several years, to take
advant age of that funding.

|'d al so note that, while this proposal is
recommendi ng that we go up to hundred percent of
federal poverty, what we have seen consistently
fromCMVM5 is that that is not approved. And |
hear and understand that there's a general
acknow edgnent, maybe, that we're not going to
get that match, and we're still going to nove
forward, but | would just |like to point out that
90/10 is way better than a 60/40 or 70/30, and
that's what we're looking at. So we are
spendi ng nore noney to cover fewer people, and

that is of great concern
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|"d also like to say that, you know,
oftenti mes that argunent over those eight years
has been, "Well, we can't trust that the
government wll continue to keep up its share.”
To date, it has continued to pay all the shares
of the 37 states, including Washi ngton D.C
t hat have expanded Medicaid. [1'd also like to
point to other agreenents with the state and the
federal government where we are nore than happy
to accept those federal dollars. Savannah Port,
hi ghways, education; we have no probl emtaking
nmoney fromthe federal governnent except in this
particul ar instance. W have said we do not
trust that it will be paid. There's no evidence
to support that.

Agai n, we are spending nore noney to cover
fewer people. W have the potential to cover
approximately half a mllion Georgians, and that
we are opting instead to cover 50,000 over five
years. That math doesn't nake sense, and agai n,
for what the cost is, it certainly doesn't make
sense.

Again, |I'd just like to enphasize that | do
not buy into the idea that this is a first step.

This has been long conmng and it is not enough.
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Ful | expansion up to 130 percent of the federal
poverty line would acconplish that. This falls
very short of that.

I'd like to nove on to sone concerns about
t he obstacles and barriers put in place.

Copays, premuns, and the work requirenment, in
particular. | find it quite disingenuous to say
that we want people to have skin in the gane and
that this is nmeant to pronote work or get people
to work.

This is not a work requirenent, this is the
paperwork requirenment. Wat we've seen in
states |ike Arkansas is about 20,000 people |ose
coverage because, for whatever reason, they
weren't able to get through the portal, get
t hrough the portal in the wi ndow of tine that
it's open during the day, nmeke a phone call to
make those recording requirenents. This is
bureaucracy and it is just another step to
prevent sonmeone fromgetting coverage. And what
we've seen is that that is ultimtely the goal
So | ess people get coverage and the state has to
spend | ess noney on them That's not
acceptable. That is not inline with the

proposed purpose of the waiver and is sonething
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of grave concern.

We've al so seen other states |ike Kentucky
try to nove forward wth the Kentucky Health
Wai ver and, as you know, in a recent election,
their governor that pushed that is now a
one-term governor and i s out.

And what the incom ng governor has said is
that this will not nove forward. And they have
i medi ately started to work to dismantle the
obstacles that they put in the way of Kentucky
consuners. And it's a great exanple for us to
wat ch and see how t hat process worked over the
| ast several years, and now, to see where the
state is headed in the new direction.

|'"d also like to speak a little to the
process. Again, |I'mvery grateful to be here
t oday, and very much appreciate having the state
here to listen to the concerns of citizens, but
this is not really neant to capture the concerns
of citizens. W are here at 9:00 o' clock in the
nmorning, there's a hearing |ater today at
1:00 p.m that does not work for the average
person. |If you really care about soneone that's
going to work, that person would have to take

off work. Providers are seeing patients, are in
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t he hospital doing surgeries, this has not been
meant to capture the average consuner or the
average person's input into the process.

And the fact that these were planned in
fast succession, understanding that there is a
comment period we have to abide by, | think the
state coul d' ve done better in terns of making it
nore accessi ble to peopl e. And certainly wll
be sure to continue to speak about these
concerns through this comment period and into
the federal comment period, as well, but I would
urge the state to consider other ways to capture
t hat i nput.

|"d just like to close by, again, talking
about the fact that Georgia has a 12.9 percent
uninsured rate. W are fifth highest in terns
of uninsured, and this has been of grave concern
for many health advocates for many years. |
would like to say, again, that this is falling
wel |l short of what we really could see and the
potential to cover nore people, and it is not
really neant to encourage work. It is neant to
have | ess people on the Medicaid rolls, which is
not our ultimte goal here.

Again, | thank you for the opportunity to
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be here. Happy to take any questi ons.
BY MR FULLENW DER:
Thank you.
BY MR KRULL:
Thank you for your comments. Next speaker
is Dr. Melissa DIl man.
BY DR MELI SSA DI LLMAN, REPRESENTI NG HARBI N CLI NI C,
GASCO, ASCO & NATI ONAL ONCOLOGY SOCI ETY:
H. |I'mD. Mlissa Dillman. | ama
medi cal oncol ogi st here at Harbin Cinic. So |
take care of cancer patients and |I'mvery proud
|"mpart of the Harbin dinic, which sees al
patients, regardl ess of their insurance status.
But 1'm al so here on behalf of the Georgia
Society of dinical Oncol ogy, ASCO and |I'm al so
governnent relations chair for the Nationa
Oncol ogy Society. So we represent Georgia
oncol ogi sts, nurse practitioners, navigators,
physi ci ans' assistants, and then as part of ASCO
we represent 45,000 physicians and heal t hcare
pr of essi onal s.
So today | really wanted to tal k about a
few things. Nunber one, | want to appl aud the
state for sonething that |'ve practiced in

several states, or trained in several states and
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not all states had the benefit of the energency
Medi cai d program for those patients with breast
and cervical cancer. So taking care of those
wonmen who cone in to nme in dire circunstances.
We have a |l ot of cervical cancer in Northwest
CGeorgia, to have themto be able to access
energency Medicaid is very inportant to their
overal |l nedical and physical and spiritual
health as they go through this.

But | would | ove, as a physician, to see
that that was expanded to ot her malignancies
from head, neck and |lung cancer patients,
especially. They seemto be a |arger portion of
uni nsured population. | also wanted to say that
it's crucial that cancer patients have health
i nsurance to access tinely di agnoses and
hi gh-quality treatnments, and that delays in
barriers to care is a disruption to treatnent
and are linked to worse outcones.

One of the things that we are concerned
about in this program if it noves forward, is
that there's no specific all owance for patients
who are di agnosed with cancer while they're on
this court-nmandated program to have a waiver --

a personal waiver, so that they could continue
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to get their Medicaid wthout having to prove
that they're able to work, 'cause often
sonetinmes, as they're going through active
treatnment, that's a barrier to them working
full -time or even part-time or even in a

vol unteer situation. They're just trying to get
t hrough the day.

The other thing that |I'm al so concerned
about is the elimnation of the non-energency
medi cal transportation. Caring for patients in
Nort hwest Ceorgia, | take care of everything,
actually from Al abama up to Fort Payne up to,
you know, basically the Tennessee line. And
access to care and transportation is one of the
bi ggest concerns for patients who are having to
conme one and two tinmes a nonth to see ne or to
receive their therapy. And so that's sonething
that is a concern to us, as well.

So again, we want to offer our services as
the Georgia Oncology Society. If there are
guestions or concerns about how we can protect
cancer patients in this specific program we'd
be happy to offer those pieces of advice from
what we' ve seen from other states from our

other -- from places |ike Arkansas, et cetera,
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t hat have had these prograns.
BY MR FULLENW DER:
Thank you.
BY MR KRULL:

Thank you, Doctor, for your comments.

Wth no other person that would like to
make public coment, we'd like to thank each of
you for com ng today to provide oral coments.

Let me reiterate that the public comment
period will expire on Decenber 3, 2019. As |
indicated earlier, witten comments will be
entered into the official record, as well as the
transcription of the oral comments we've heard
t hi s norni ng.

The board will be asked to vote on this
public notice for final option, at the
Decenber 12, 2019, neeting, which will be held
on the fifth floor board room 2 Peachtree
Street in Atlanta, Ceorgia, at The Departnent of
Community Health. The neeting will be at 10: 30
i n the norning.

W'd like to thank you once again for your
attendance. There being no further person who
w shes to make a comment, this public hearing is

adj ourned at 9:36 a.m
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(Hearing adjourned at 9:36 a.m)
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CERTI FI CATE
STATE OF GEORG A

| hereby certify that the foregoing
transcri pt was taken down, as stated in the caption,
and the questions and answers thereto were reduced
to witing under ny direction; that the foregoing
pages 1 through 35 represent a true and correct

transcri pt of the evidence given.

| further certify that I amnot of kin or
counsel to the parties in the case; amnot in the
regul ar enploy of counsel for any of said parties;
nor aml in anywise interested in the result of said

case.

This, the 29th day of Novenber, 2019.

gﬁw

Jane P. Day,
Certified Court Reporter
5722-2335-0164- 6848
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