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Hearing, PM Session - November 21, 2019

CEORG A 1332 WAl VER
BY MR MATTHEW KRULL.:

Good norning. |'m Matthew Krull, Health
Pol i cy Counsel at The Departnment of Comrunity
Health, in the office of General Counsel.

Today is Novenber 21, 2019 and it is now 1:00
p. M

This is a public hearing on reinsurance and
CGeorgia Access, Section 1332 State Relief Wiver.
This public notice was issued by Governor Brian
Kenp on Novenber 4th of 2019. This notice is
i ncorporated into these proceedi ngs.

Pursuant to 31 CFR Section 33.112 and 45 CFR
Section 155.1312, the State will provide a public
notice and comment period prior to submtting the
application for a new Section 1332 Wi ver.

On Novenber 4, 2019, the governor issued a
press rel ease opening the 30-day public coment
period of this notice.

The public comrent period will expire on
Decenber 3, 2019. Individuals w shing to provide
witten comments on or before Decenber 3, 2019,
may submit comments through an online web form
| ocat ed at nedi cai d. georgi a. gov/ patientsfirst, or

mailed to the office of the governor, care of
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Ryan Loke, 206 Washington Street, Suite 115,

State Capitol, Atlanta, Georgia 30334. Comment

|l etters nust be postmarked by Decenber 3, 2019, to
be accept ed.

At the conclusion of the conment period, al
oral comments presented today will be transcribed
and included in the final waiver application. |If
you wi sh to nake oral comments, please sign the
appropriate roster on the blue table in the back.

At this time, does anyone needs the services
of the sign | anguage interpreter?

You nay be at ease.

At this time, 1'd like to introduce M.

Bl ake Ful | enwi der, Chief Health Policy Oficer,
from The Departnment of Community Health, to give
an overview of the 1332 Waiver application.

BY MR FULLENW DER:

Great. Thanks Matt.

Good afternoon, |adies and gentlenen. Just
toreiterate, if you would like to make comrents
t oday, please see Kirsten in the back of the room
and she will get you added to the roster.

| want to thank all of you for being with us
today. | first want to start by providing sone

background i nformation on the CGeorgi a Access
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Wai ver, what led up to this draft waiver that is
before you today and what's gone into it.

As you may know, Senate Bill 106 was passed
by the Georgia General Assenbly and signed by
Governor Kenp back on March 27, 2019. And this
| egi sl ati on, anobng ot her things, grants the
governor authority to submt one nore Section
1332 i nnovation waivers to The Departnment of
Heal t h and Human Services and United States
Treasury.

The 1332 Waiver or waivers nmust be submtted
on or before Decenber 31, 2021. And approval of
one or nore 1332 Waivers, Senate Bill 106
authorizes the state to inplenent the waivers.

1332 Waivers wai ve provisions of the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act otherw se
known as ACA, to pursue innovative strategies
t hat pronote access to high-quality, affordable
heal t hcare insurance. The legislation or, excuse
me, the waivers thenselves |lay out four statutory
guardrails, wthin which all waiver applications
must neet, they nust fulfill.

And the first is conprehensiveness, neaning
that the 1332 wai ver application nmust provide

coverage to citizens at |east as conprehensive as

Regency-Brentano, Inc




© 00 N o o A w N P

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
gag A W N P O O 00 N O O pd~ W N -, O

Hearing, PM Session - November 21, 2019

woul d be provi ded absent the waiver.

Affordability: The waiver nust provide cost
sharing protections agai nst excessive
out - of - pocket spending and be just as affordable
absent the waiver. Coverage nust be
conparabl e -- nust include a conparabl e nunber of
residents. And in terns of the federal spending,
it nmust be deficit-neutral for the federa
gover nnent .

So those are the four statutory guardrails
within which we are seeking to operate.

The wai ver process began in June of this
year with the conpletion of two environnental
scans, both of which are |ocated on the DCH
website and you can find those | ocated under The
Patients First Act tab. W |ooked at both the
Ceorgi a healthcare | andscape, as well as the
nati onal healthcare | andscape, to nake sure that
we have a conprehensi ve understandi ng of the
i ndi vidual health insurance narketplace in the
state.

We then convened a wor kgroup of
approxi mately 55 key stakeholders in July to
review t hose environnmental scans and begin the

wai ver devel opnment process.
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Throughout the summer and into the fall, we,
working with our consulting team developed this
Draft 1332 Waiver which we're calling Ceorgia
Access and was issued for public notice on
Novenber 4, 2019, by Governor Kenp's office.

W have, along the way, consulted with The
Centers for Medicaid and Medicaid Services at the
Federal |evel and have appreciated their guidance
as we have worked to devel op these draft options
for public comment.

Today is the fifth of six public hearings
that we are holding across the state. W have
been to Savannah, Macon, Bainbridge, Gainesville
and today here in Rone, and then tonorrow wll be
i n Kennesaw for public coment periods. And
again, we wll accept witten coments either by
mai |l or through a web Iink that will be provided
|ater in the presentation. Again, through
Decenber 3rd of this year

| want to touch on CGeorgia Access a little
nore specifically and identify core goals that we
devel oped that we're seeking to address.

First was to reduce prem uns, particularly
in high-cost regions of the state. Georgia has

16 insurance rating regions, and the prem uns
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that are established in each region have a great
deal of variation depending on where you're
| ocat ed.

We wanted to incentivize carriers to offer
plans in nore counties across the state. Today,
approximately 3/4 of Georgia counties only have
one insurance carrier offering coverage to its
residents. W wanted to foster innovation to
provi de better access to coverage, expand choice
and affordability for consuners, attract
uni nsured individuals to the market, who today
have chosen to remai n uninsured for one reason or
t he ot her.

W wanted to maintain access to qualified
heal th plans and catastrophic plans, and very
i nportantly, we have sought to naintain al
protections for individuals wth pre-existing
condi ti ons.

And so while we are expanding the array of
pl ans that may be marketed and nade avail able to
consuners, we are requiring that in all regions
that plans with pre-existing condition
protections be available to those who seek that
cover age.

Key features of the programinclude phase

Regency-Brentano, Inc
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one, which is the establishnent of a state-based
rei nsurance programwth the goal of stabilizing
what is now a volatile market. And we al so
believe that in stabilizing the market, the

rei nsurance programw || have the affect of
reduci ng prem uns on average 10 percent
statewi de, and attracting and retaining carriers
to markets particularly those in rural areas of
the State, where only one carrier is offering
cover age today.

I n phase two, which would begin in plan year
2022, we are seeking to waive CGeorgia's
participation in the federally facilitated
exchange or Healthcare.gov and transition
CGeorgia's individual market to the CGeorgi a Access
Model , which woul d | everage commerci al
web- brokers and carriers who would assist with
pl an sel ection and enrol |l nent process, and woul d
make the state-based subsidy available to
consuners who qualify.

Agai n, the reinsurance program woul d begin
in 2021 under the ternms of the draft waiver and
the Georgia Access feature would begin in plan
year 2022.

More specifically, as it relates to the

Regency-Brentano, Inc




© 00 N o o A w N P

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
gag A W N P O O 00 N O O pd~ W N -, O

Hearing, PM Session - November 21, 2019

10

rei nsurance program we are seeking to establish
a cl ai ns-based rei nsurance nodel with the
paraneters as listed here.

The attachnent point would be established at
$20, 000. Meani ng, once $20,000 worth of clains
for an individual have been accrued by a carrier
control then the reinsurance program would then
begin to take effect for subsequent clains.

There woul d be a cap of $500,000 in incurred
claims for the reinsurance program And the
tiered co-insurance rate is the amount of the
paynment fromthe reinsurance plan to the primary
carrier, and it varies according to tier one
through three rating region, from15 percent, 45
percent, and 80 percent.

Again, with a strategy to address the
hi ghest-cost regions in the state.

We are seeking, through this design, to
target an average 10 percent reduction in
prem uns statew de.

In terns of Phase two of the Georgia Access
Model, we are leaning on the private sector to
assi st consuners with shopping and conparing and
purchasi ng private health insurance plans, as

wel | as providing education, outreach and
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custoner service. The state would be responsible
for certain back-end operations such as pl an
certification, subsidy eligibility cal cul ations,
paynment of subsidies, and program oversi ght and
conpl i ance.

A couple of things that will remain the
sanme. First is access to qualified health plans
and hi gh-deducti bl e health plan options,
protections for individuals wth pre-existing
condi tions, subsidies to support affordability
that mrrors the federal subsidies structure,
for, at a mninmm plan year 2022.

We believe that the benefits of Georgia
Access include the ability to have a wi der array
of plans for consuners to sel ect what works for
them the ability to enroll and reenroll directly
with carriers if they're happy with their
cover age, expand consuner choi ce through
eligible, non-qualified health plans, if that is
what they choose to enroll in, and provide
flexibility for the state to ensure that the
program continues to neet the specific needs of
the citizens of the State of Georgia.

Agai n, comrent period is open and you are

invited to submt witten comments through
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Decenber 3, 2019 to:

Ryan Loke

O fice of the Governor

State Capitol

206 Washington Street

Suite 115

Atl anta, Georgia 30334.

At this time, I'lIl turn it back over to M.
Krull, who will begin our public comment period.
And | want to thank everyone for taking tinme out
of your day to be with us today.

We | ook forward to your comments.

BY MR KRULL:

Thank you, Bl ake.

At this time, 1'll go down the roster and
gi ve each person who has signed up an opportunity
to speak. Please limt your comments to 10
m nut es and keep your comments |limted to the
i ssues that directly relate to the proposed
noti ce.

At the end of your time and if you have not
conpl eted your presentation, | may ask for a
brief closing statenent. You'll be able to
submt remai ning coments in witing.

When you do meke your conments, please cone

Regency-Brentano, Inc
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down to the m crophone.
Wth that said, | will call Laura Col bert.
BY MS. LAURA COLBERT, REPRESENTI NG GEORG ANS FOR A
HEALTHY FUTURE
Thank you. Good afternoon. M nane is
Laura Col bert, | amthe executive director of
CGeorgians for a Healthy Future.
As | nentioned this norning, our
organi zati on works for a day when all Georgi ans
have access to the quality, affordable health
care they need to live healthy Iives and
contribute to the health of their comuniti es.
Qur organi zation served as an enrol | nent
assi stor organi zation for three years at the
begi nni ng of the Affordable Care Act narket pl ace,
as that was rolling out. W also publish,
annual ly, the Getting Georgia Covered report,
whi ch conpil es data from about consuner
enrol I ment, plan availability and costs for
mar ket pl ace plans and it conbines interviews with
enrol | mrent assistors and nar ket place enrollees to
give, really a picture of what the consuner's
experience is |like within the ACA market pl ace.
And that allows us to better understand what

consuner experiences are, with respect to private
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i nsurance and al so, to hel p others understand
what is happening in the marketplace, and how
consuners can be better served by private
i nsur ance.

W' ve | earned fromthese experiences and
t hese conversations over a nunber of years and
these are sonme of our biggest takeaways from
consuners.

Nunber one is that the insurance is really
to understand, it is, even with all of the
i nprovenents and progress that have been nade
over the | ast decade after the Affordable Care
Act, insurance is conplicated and often very
difficult for the average consuner to to fee
like they really conprehend how to use their
coverage and what their coverage wll cover.

Many are unaware that they, they or others
in their community may be eligible for financial
assi stance through the affordable care act. W
do hear from consunmers outside the Atlanta area
about the limted choice of insurance plans.
Al nost all consuners expressed that they want
their plans to cover nore, not less. They are
often very di sappointed or angry if their plan

doesn't cover all the services they expected.
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And many can really manage prem uns
especially those who are getting financial help
on the marketplace but people really struggle
with the conbination of prem uns and cost
sharing. So when they have to pay that ful
deductible, especially if it's multiple years in
a row, that can be a real struggle for folks.

The CGeorgia Access Plan attenpts to address
consuner costs with it's proposed reinsurance
program GHF is supportive of this part of the
proposal and it's a positive step forward for the
state. Unfortunately, the rest of the proposal
underm nes many of the benefits of the
rei nsurance program and really exacerbates sone
of the current chall enges of consuners.

We are concerned about the elimnation of
heal t hcare.gov. This is a really powerful too
for consuners despite its rocky rollout. It's
had sone significant inprovenents over the | ast
nunber of years. It remains the only unbi ased
platformwth no financial state in selling one
pl an versus another. It is also one of the few
pl aces on the web where there is a standard
presentation of plans, conprehensive plans, that

makes it easy for consuners to conpare apples to
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appl es.

By noving consuners to web-brokers or
private insurance conpany websites, they wll
have to be able to discern conprehensive coverage
fromother plans; and we al ready know that those
health literacy skills are not sufficient to be
able to do this. This task is very chall enging.

So many wi |l struggle to understand what
their choices are. Sonme wll enroll in a plan
that doesn't neet their needs and they will do
that knowingly. And sonme will fall through the
cracks, entirely, and | think that the state's
proposal does not necessarily count for arise in
i nsured anount of people who are in the
transition fromHeal thcare.gov to a nore
decentralized enrol |l ment process.

The wai ver further purposes to allow
financial assistance to be applied to substandard
pl ans that don't have to neet the m ni mum
standards of the Affordable Care Act. This is
likely to push up the cost for conprehensive
coverage, as healthy Georgians enroll in skinny
pl ans, | eaving sicker Georgians to cover the ful
cost of conprehensive pl ans.

Because financi al assistance is based on

Regency-Brentano, Inc
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prem uns for conprehensive coverage, and then
conpr ehensi ve coverage prices wll rise,
providing all eligible Georgians will cost nore
t han what's budgeted currently in the proposal.

The state's purposed financial cap, if hit
for this reason or any other reason, for exanple,
a higher than anticipated enrollnment, wll nean
sone eligible Georgians won't get any financi al
hel p.

W did alittle bit of secret shopper and
for a consunmer here in Rome, who makes 105
percent of PL, so about $13,000 a year, they wll
currently pay $48 per nonth in prem unms and have
an $84 deductible. |If Georgia were to hit that
cap and that consuner enrolled and was unable to
financi al assistance, their premumw Il junp
$506 a month with a $3, 000 deducti bl e; and that
woul d add up to 71 percent of their annually
i ncone.

The proposal is al so unclear about how the
restructuring of financial assistance will affect
cost sharing assistance for consuners in the 100
to 250 percent FPL incone range, and if that cost
sharing assistance is renoved, many of those

consuners wi |l expect -- should expect to pay
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much hi gher out-of - pocket costs.
In order to nmake these changes, of course
t he wai ver proposes to waive a nunber of critical

consuner protections, which we wanted to make

sure to highlight in our comments. Sone of those

protections are a network adequacy. Georgia

al ready has the narrowest provider networks in
the country, and by elimnating the protections
in the Affordable Care Act, the applied

mar ket pl ace pl ans, consuners are at risk for
even -- for reduced access to care, being nore
than they are already.

The wai ver woul d al so wai ve requirenents
around plan disclosure. Gven that the state is
proposi ng to nove away from Heal t hcare. gov, we
think it's very inportant to nmaintain strict
requi renents about what information is available
to consuners in how that's presented, so that
they can easily understand their choices.

Anot her protection waive is nental health
parity, which of course, is the requirenent that
the nmental health services are covered by
insurers in the sane way that physical health
services are. Substandard plans al ready

frequently | eave out nental health services,
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along with prescription drugs and maternity care.
By wavi ng parody, this would really conprom se
even conprehensive plans and allow themto cut
corners in a way that would make accessing nental
heal t h and substance use recovery services.
Treatment and recovery service is very difficult.

Further, by waiving the requirenent for al
pl ans to cover the 10 essential health benefits,
we're really putting a certain category of
CGeorgians at risk; those include those famlies
with children, wonen, those who are and aren't
pregnant and all people with pre-existing or
chronic conditions. Despite the state's plan
that it will maintain protections for
pre-existing conditions, this really hinges on
the wai ver statenment that QHPs will have to
mai ntai n those protections, and also, will be
di sal l oned for nedical underwiting, however this
| eaves a coupl e of unanswered questions, which
are really inportant for answering in determ ning
whet her those pre-existing conditions -- or
protections are really maintained.

One is, could plans have varied rates based
on non-health factors, |ike gender or age?

Could plans omt entire benefit categories
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i ke prescription drugs or nental healthcare and
still be eligible for financial subsidies?

WIIl these substandard plans have to conply
Wi th nondi scrim nation provisions of the
Affordable Care Act, Section 15577

WI1l insurers be required to maintain the
conprehensive plan in all rating areas? And,
will all conprehensive plans be available in al
counties of the state?

These are all -- would be very inportant
gquestions for people with pre-existing conditions
and consuners in Ceorgia really deserve the
answers to those questions before this waiver is
appr oved.

| will also just note that the body seens to
be in charge of deciding the answer to these
guestions, the office of health strategy and
coordi nati on does not yet exist and there's no
guar antee that consumer representation or voice
will be taken into account in this new office's
activities or considerations.

O her than the few recomendati ons we, GHS
as | nentioned, supports the proposed reinsurance
plan. W recommend that the state nove forward

with that. W also reconrmend that the state
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mai ntain the current financial assistance and not
allow financial help to apply to substandard or
non- QHPs. We recommend renoving the cap on
prem um subsi di es and maintaining a centralized
enrol | ment through healthcare.gov. And finally,
we recomend investing in targeted in-person,
communi ty based outreach and enrol |l nent efforts.
We know that there are a lot of eligible and
uni nsured Ceorgi ans who qualify for financial
hel p, and qualify for ACA plans, who are not yet
enrolled and that is largely because they are
unawar e.
And so an investnent in outreach and
enrol | rent assi stance woul d be very val uabl e.
That's the end of ny comments. | thank you,
very much for the opportunity and we will submt

inwiting as well.

BY MR FULLENW DER

Thank you, Laura.

BY MR KRULL:

Thank you, Ms. Col bert, for your comments.

Next i s Amanda Pt ashki n.

BY MS. AMANDA PTASHKI N, REPRESENTI NG COMMUNI TY

CATALYST:

Good afternoon and thank you for allow ng ne
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the chance to speak. M nane is Amanda Ptashkin
| amthe project nmanager for The Southern Health
Partner's Project by Community Catalyst and a 10
year resident of Georgia.

| would like to first, fully endorse the
coments just submtted by Laura Col bert of
CGeorgians for Healthy Future. Prior to ny
joining Comunity Catalyst, | was actually at
Ceorgians for Healthy Future at the start of the
Af fordable Care Act of 2010. | was the first
navi gator for the organization in 2014, when the
Heal t hcar e. gov | aunched.

So that is to say that literally, on day
one, | was hel ping consuners, when the website
crashed, when the website worked, and hel ped to
successfully bring people coverage that had not
had it in the past. So this is a very persona
issue for me and sonmething I think is really
i nportant as we | ook towards maki ng sure that
peopl e have access to affordable quality
heal t hcar e.

| would Iike to say, again, in relation to
Laura's comrents, | would applaud the state on
the reinsurance plan. | definitely think that

that is a step in the right direction, but also
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to her point, the other, nore concerning parts of
t he wai ver can offset sonme of those benefits.
And that's what | would |ike to discuss.

The changes really do turn back the clock
for Georgia consuners. The plan underm nes
protections for people with pre-existing
conditions, including those with nental health
di sorders, nmakes it harder for people to shop
conpr ehensi ve coverage and limts the anmount of
financi al assistance available to them to help
Georgians |lower their costs; which | understand
is a very inportant aimand goal of this waiver.

| would like to speak a little bit about the
di smantling of Healthcare.gov and the nove
t owar ds brokers and insurers as the
(i ndiscernible) for people to get coverage. As |
mentioned, as a navigator, | was an unbi ased
voi ce to hel p sonmeone nove through the process.
| had no vested interest in one plan or another
as to what they chose. | was not financially
i ncentivized or otherw se paid because of their
selection. And | really do think that that is
val ued by consuners and sonet hing that they
didn't take for granted. | amvery nuch

concerned with noving away from Heal t hcare. gov,
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into a place where people are financially

i ncentivized to nove sonmeone from one plan or
another. That is also to say that, in this new
envi ronment, new plans, skinpy plans, short-term
pl ans, and other things are now avail abl e that
have a very distinct ook |like a ful
conprehensive plan, but they aren't. And so ny
concern is that consuners are going to buy a
product thinking it's one thing and then it is
going to be too | ate when sonethi ng happens in
their life, car accident, a cancer diagnosis, et
cetera. That would ultimately show t hem t hat
they don't have care.

What we see is a lot, actually, pop-up in
the news. There was an article | ast week that
specifically spoke about a Pennsyl vani a woman
that had a back injury and thought she had
sonmet hing covered that wasn't. So that is a
great concern. And again, when soneone is
i ncentivized towards a plan, | worry about the
bi as there and worry about people being upfront
with what they're actually purchasing. And
again, they'll find out too |late to actually have
any positive inpact or opportunity to change

t hat .
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As Laura also nentioned the elimnation of
mental health parity is definitely of great
concern. W've worked very hard over the |ast
several years to nmake sure that nental health is
treated on par as physical health issues are. In
renmoving that and taking a step back is
definitely setting us further back as a state.

Also to the point that Laura made: outreach
and enrol Il nent. What we have seen over the |ast
several years prior to the 2016 el ection was that
the insured rate was going down drastically in
CGeorgia we were seeing close to 4,000 peopl e get
coverage through the exchange.

As of yesterday, | think the federal
government sent out the latest enroll nment nunbers
and we are about 13 percent |ower than we were at
the sane tinme | ast year for open enroll nent.

That neans people in Georgia are not going and
enrolling, they're confused and they're not

t aki ng advantage what's already available to
them and | worry that this waiver will further
conplicate that issue.

Also to the point, we saw a great reduction
nati onw de in the outrage and enrollnent efforts

that were funded by the federal governnent,
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i ncludi ng the navigator program That has seen
an 80 percent reduction over the last two years.
So again, people aren't out there tal king about
what is avail able, people are falling through the
gaps and further confusion is allowed to reign
free.

And ny final coment, really again, is
related to something | said this norning rel ated
to the process of these coment collection
hearings. |, again, very nmuch appreciate the
opportunity to be here and that ny work allows ne
to take the tine to do this, but this is not very
much m nded towards the average consuner, a
provi der, sonmeone in the community that really
wants to engage in this process because of the
timng and | ocation of these events.

| appreciate that the state has done six of
them or wll be doing six by the end of the
week, but a 9:00 o'clock and 1: 00 o' clock tine
doesn't take into account people's real |ives.
And as | believe you really do want to engage
people, | think the state needs to think harder
about how that's done. And to Laura's point,
agai n, about the creation of a new adm nistration

pi ece, how are consuners going to be at the table
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and how do we maeke sure that those voices are
hear d.
Again, | thank you very nuch for the tine
and the opportunity to speak.
BY MR FULLENW DER:
Thank you, Anmanda.
BY MR KRULL:

Thank you, Ms. Ptashkin, for your comments.
Last person is Jim More.

BY MR JI M MOORE, REPRESENTI NG NAM :

Good afternoon. | want to read a -- well,
my nane is JimMore, ny wife and | are residents
of Rone. For the last 20 years we've been
involved in an organi zation called NAM, which
stands for the National Alliance of Mntal
Il ness. And we've been involved with this
because of our youngest daughter having nultiple
mental illnesses. Thank God she has al ways been
cared for through ny insurance, being retired
mlitary. So | had insurance that she is able to
hook that up with her Medicare.

|"ve been involved | ong enough to see that
we are |lucky conpared to so many others who don't
have access to any care. It kind of grieves ny

heart when | find out that one of our | ocal
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mental health providers that has prograns
recently declined accepting patients who had

I nsurance because they are no |longer able to do
that. So when they're out |ooking for providers
t hat accepted i nsurance, they have to | ook

out side of our own community in the areas.

Let nme give you an exanpl e of what happened
personally to nyself and ny wife with our
youngest daughter that picked up several nental
di sorders in the last few nonths, which was
anorexia. Anorexia is very pervasive illness
that is indeed a nental health diagnosis. She
got down, and | ost 20 pounds and we needed to do
sonet hi ng.

W were unable to find any, anyone
what soever, locally and then we started | ooking
especi ally, when soneone woul d accept Medicare
and our secondary. W ended up going to Johns
Hopkins in Baltinore to find help. There is no
hel p around here.

So many of our providers refused to take any
i nsurance, so they're paying out of pocket. So
$1900 a day and she was in a hospital for five
weeks. W were a little bit beyond what ny

retirenent check is.
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So let nme read you, if | can find it, a
comment, because the |last two presenters were
right on target when they spoke about parity.
You know, our nation probably went through 10
years of discussion at the national capital,
trying to make nental illness on par wth,
believe it or not, other physical disabilities.
And we all know that we're in the business of
mental health, it is physical disability. But
unfortunately, for years it was not treated as
such. And it's not fixed by any stretch of the
i magi nati on now, but with this new proposed
change that the governor is working on, we w sh
it all the world.

But let nme just address this.

"It is critically inportant that
mental health parity be a mandated
conponent of any of these health insurance
plans. W would like to see, in any
wai ver proposal, Georgia nove nuch nore
decidedly and intentionally toward the
enforcement of the federal parity
| egislation. Any |loss of federal nmandated
protection for those with nmental illnesses

or famlies that are seeking nental
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heal t hcare, make it harder for people to

shop for conprehensive coverage. And of

course, it limts the anount of financi al
assi stance available to Georgians to help
| oner their cost."

"I npl ementation of parity here, in
this state, will insure that famlies with
mental health care needs access -- that
t hey have access to care, that's equal to
t hose who have physical health needs.™

That conpletes ny statenment and thank you
for your tinme. And we would love to be able to
flood this building here with people |Iike us and
of the sanme interest but unfortunately, you see
what we have here today.

Thank you.
BY MR FULLENW DER
Thank you.
BY MR KRULL:
Thank you, M. More, for your comrents and
bei ng here.
At this time we would like to thank each of
you for com ng out today to provide oral
comments. Let ne reiterate that the public

comment period for these proposed changes w ||
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expi re on Decenber 3, 2019.

As | indicated earlier, witten comments
will be introduced into the official record, as
well as the transcription of the oral coments
that we've heard this afternoon.

Thank you, once again, for your attendance.
There being no further person who wi shes to nmake
a comment, this public hearing is adjourned at
1:34 p. m

(Hearing adjourned at 1:34 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF GEORG A

| hereby certify that the foregoing
transcri pt was taken down, as stated in the
caption, and the questions and answers thereto
were reduced to witing under ny direction;
that the foregoing pages 1 through 31 represent
a true and correct transcript of the evidence

gi ven.

| further certify that I amnot of kin or
counsel to the parties in the case; amnot in
t he regul ar enpl oy of counsel for any of said
parties; nor aml in anywi se interested in the

result of said case.

This, the 30th day of Novenber , 2019.

gﬁw

Jane P. Day, CCR
5722-2335-0164- 6848
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