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Enforce Federal Parity Legislation in Georgia!

It is critically important that mental health parity be a mandated component of any health insurance plan in
Georgia. | would like to see any waiver proposal in Georgia move toward the enforcement of federal parity
legislation.

Any loss of federal mandated protections for those with mental iliness or families seeking mental health care

makes it harder for people to shop for comprehensive coverage. It also limits the amount of financial

assistance available to Georgians to help lower medical costs. Implementation of parity in our state will ensure

that families with mental health care needs have access to care equal to those with physical healthcare needs.
(character limit of 32,500)
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Comment details for 1332 Waiver - Reinsurance

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit
comments on multiple topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.
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*
Comments

Enforce Federal Parity Legislation in Georgia!

It is critically important that mental health parity be a mandated component of any health insurance plan in
Georgia. | would like to see any waiver proposal in Georgia move toward the enforcement of federal parity
legislation.

Any loss of federal mandated protections for those with mental iliness or families seeking mental health care

makes it harder for people to shop for comprehensive coverage. It also limits the amount of financial

assistance available to Georgians to help lower medical costs. Implementation of parity in our state will ensure

that families with mental health care needs have access to care equal to those with physical healthcare needs.
(character limit of 32,500)
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Enforce Federal Parity Legislation in Georgia!

It is critically important that mental health parity be a mandated component of any health insurance plan in
Georgia. | would like to see any waiver proposal in Georgia move toward the enforcement of federal parity
legislation.

Any loss of federal mandated protections for those with mental illness or families seeking mental health care
makes it harder for people to shop for comprehensive coverage. It also limits the amount of financial
assistance available to Georgians to help lower medical costs. Implementation of parity in our state will ensure
that families with mental health care needs have access to care equal to those with physical healthcare needs.

(character limit of 32,500)
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As a Georgian and someone personally affected by cystic fibrosis, | oppose the states 1115 Georgia Pathways
waiver and urge the state not to submit this waiver to the federal government.

Cystic fibrosis is a life-threatening genetic disease that causes persistent lung infections and progressively
limits the ability to breathe, often leading to respiratory failure. There is no known cure. As a complex, multi-
system condition, cystic fibrosis requires affordable and adequate health coverage for the targeted, highly

specialized treatment and medications necessary to fight the effects of the disease.

Medicaid plays an important role in helping people with CF access the specialized care and treatments they
need to stay healthy, and there are people with cystic fibrosis in Georgia who could benefit from the state
expanding Medicaid to the full federal poverty level. However, while many people with CF work, some are
unable to due to their health status or the amount of time they must spend on treatments to maintain or
improve their health.

Denying someone coverage because they are unable to satisfy a work requirement is dangerous for people
with life-threatening conditions like CF.

Respectfully, | urge you not to submit this waiver to the federal government.
(character limit of 32,500)
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It is critically important that mental health parity be a mandated component of any of these health insurance
plans. We would like to see in any Waiver proposal Georgia move much more decidedly and intentionally
toward the enforcement of federal parity legislation. Any loss of federally mandated protections for those with a
mental iliness or families seeking mental health care makes it harder for people to shop for comprehensive
coverage and limits the amount of financial assistance available to Georgians to help lower their costs.
Implementation of parity here in the state will ensure that families with mental health care needs have access to
care equal to those with physical healthcare needs.

(character limit of 32,500)
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This is a public comment for Georgia proposed reinsurance waiver through the Affordable Care Act’s Section
1332. lamiis a research associate at the Duke University Margolis Center for Health Policy. | have written
extensively about the Affordable Care Act’s individual market with publications in leading peer-reviewed
journals such as JAMA Internal Medicine, Health Affairs, and Health Services Research. | have also have
written about the Affordable Care Act other publications, such as The New York Times, Health Affairs Blog,
Stat, and Morning Consult.

I have two concerns with the reinsurance portion of proposed waiver that the State of Georgia has drafted.
First, we believe that the state should consider a state-specific risk-adjustment system once the waiver has
been adopted. Not doing so will cause some insurers to effectively be paid twice for the risk they assume for
some of their enrollees. Secondly, the projection that this reinsurance waiver will have no effect on the
enroliment levels of the subsidized Marketplace population is wrong because reinsurance will alter net
premiums.

Risk adjustment is designed to lead insurers to be risk agnostic. The current risk adjustment system used by
the Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services is based on national cost estimates for specific conditions. Risk
scores are associated with demographic and clinical diagnosis codes of covered individuals. The risk scores
are summed and then averaged for each insurer before being normalized across the risk pool’s average risk.
Funds are then transferred from insurers that assume below-average risk to insurers that assume above-
average risk.

Georgia is proposing a “caliper” approach to reinsurance with an attachment point below which claims are not
eligible for reinsurance, as well as a reinsurance cap, above which claims are not eligible for further
reinsurance. Georgia will pay a proportion of the claims cost that lie between the attachment point and the
reinsurance cap. A significant proportion of the individuals whose claims costs will quality their insurers for
reinsurance payments will also have higher than average risk scores.

Three different insurers could have the same average risk score under the current risk adjustment system
administered by CMS. The first insurer could cover a population with many low-cost chronic conditions, none of
which will ever qualify an individual for reinsurance. The second insurer could cover enrollees that are mostly
healthy with no chronic conditions and a modest number of enrollees with conditions that score moderately
highly for risk adjustment. The latter group will all qualify for at least some reinsurance, and all of their
conditions will not reach the reinsurance cap. The final insurer could cover a population that is overwhelmingly
healthy but has a minuscule number of enroliees with extremely expensive conditions, such as history of core
organ transplants or hemophilia. A significant proportion of these claims will be above the reinsurance cap.

These three insurers all have the same average risk score. However the three insurers will have very different
net of risk adjustment and net of reinsurance claims expenses. The first insurer with many beneficiaries with
modest risk scores will bear the entire cost of care with no reinsurance assistance. The second insurer with
enrollees who have moderate claim expenses will receive some reinsurance funds. The third insurer which has
a small number of enrollees with very high expenses will maximize their reinsurance receipts for a given risk
score. The insurers are no longer agnostic to the health status of their enrollees. If the state uses the federal
risk adjustment system, insurers will have an incentive to attempt to market their plans to certain populations
while minimizing plan attractiveness to other populations.

The state should consider a new risk adjustment system that carves out reinsurance payments so that the risk
adjustment system, in conjunction with reinsurance, transfers sufficient funds to pay for care to make insurers
risk agnostic instead of risk aware. Risk-aware insurers either become risk seekers or risk avoiders, which is
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Secondly, Georgia is proposing to have differential payment rates for the reinsurance pool depending on the
county of residence for an enrollee. Insurers will have strong incentives to encourage individuals with likely
high cost future claims to either stay in Tier 3/ high payout (80% reinsurance regions) or relocate from Tier 1
to Tier 2 or Tier 3 regions. Individuals with $100,000 in allowed claims living in Jefferson County (Tier 1 county)
would cost their insurer $88,000 in payments net of reinsurance while that same individual, if relocated over
the county line to Johnson County (Tier 3) would cost their insurer only $36,000 net of reinsurance
reimbursements. This wedge of $52,000 invites insurers to be very aware of the reported addresses of their
likely to be high cost enrollees. The state of Georgia should be concerned about unusual concentrations of
high cost individuals that newly appear under the reinsurance program especially when at least some of these
individuals had lived in Tier 1 counties recently.

Additionally, this wedge creates arbitrage opportunities in risk adjustment. Insurers in Tier 3 counties will be
overcompensated between reinsurance and risk adjustment for high cost conditions like metastatic cancer and
hemophilia than insurers in Tier 1 counties.

Risk adjustment will be a major area of concern with both the reinsurance model and the GAM. The state
should spend significant effort to resolve the perverse incentives that will occur between the interaction of the
1332 waiver programs and CMS HCC risk adjustment.

(character limit of 32,500)




Public Comments

General Information

Comment Date * 12/1/2019

Comments for..* Pl let us know what you are commenting on
[T 1115 Waiver - Georgia Pathways
W 1332 Waiver - Georgia Access
[T 1332 Waiver - Reinsurance

On behalf of * | am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself € Business/Organization

Georgia Reside nt*  Ae you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
© Yes ¢ No

First Name * Last Name * Anderson

City State North Carolina Zip




Comments for 1332 Waiver- Georgia Access

Comment details for 1332 Waiver - Georgia Access

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit
comments on multiple topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic* Georgia Access - Consumer Experience

*
Comments

lam is a research associate at the Duke University Margolis Center for Health Policy. | have written extensively
about the Affordable Care Act’s individual market with publications in leading peer-reviewed journals such as
JAMA Internal Medicine, Health Affairs, and Health Services Research | also have written about the Affordable
Care Act other publications, such as The New York Times, Health Affairs Blog, Stat, and Morning Consult.

I am concerned that the decision to decentralize the enroliment and eligibility functions from the federally
facilitated marketplace (Healthcare.gov) to individual brokers and other third party websites will lead to lower
enroliment due to the lack of auto-renewal. In a recent paper at JAMA-Internal Medicine
(https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/article-abstract/2751516), we found that the lack of
auto-enroliment options was associated with significant enrollment losses:

"We used multivariate linear regression to estimate the probability that a household re-enrolled as a function of
whether it could automatically re-enroll and household characteristics, including the oldest household
member’s age, household size, whether the household received a premium tax credit subsidy, the post-subsidy
premium of the lowest-cost available plan, and indicators for geographic areas and years. We clustered
standard errors by geographic areas using the wild cluster bootstrap method. Analyses were conducted in
Stata-SE 15.

Results Of the 781 households that could not automatically re-enroll in Covered California due to insurer exit,
21% re-enrolled (Table 1). Re-enroliment rates among the 122,463 households with the option to automatically
re-enroll were 51%, a 30-percentage point difference (95% Cl, 14-47%; P < 0.001). After adjusting for
household characiteristics, the average probability that a household re-enrolled decreased by 30 percentage
points (95% ClI, 9-52%; P < 0.001) in response to losing the option to automatically re-enroll...."

Auto-enrollment is a critical means of maintaining continual enrollment and minimizing variance in the
composition of the risk pool over time. The state of Georgia should strongly consider finding pathways to
maintain auto-enrollment over multiple open enrollment periods in order to minimize market and coverage
disruption.

(character limit of 32,500)
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I am writing to express concerns about the Kemp Administration’s 1332 waiver proposal. Blood cancer patients
and their families know all too well that their survival depends on access to comprehensive health coverage.

This proposal eliminates critical patient protections. If the waiver is approved, people in Georgia who need
coverage may unknowingly purchase a health plan that does not provide the treatment or medications needed.
This means Georgians would have to rely on profit-driven health insurance brokers and agents for information
on plan options, rather than have an unbiased platform to compare and shop for comprehensive coverage.
This proposal rolls back progress that has been made in protecting patients and ensuring people who buy
individual coverage have high quality options available.

Our state leaders must prioritize the best interests of cancer patients and their families by halting this proposal.
(character limit of 32,500)
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Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit
comments on multiple topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic* Georgia Access - Consumer Experience

*
Comments

I am writing to express concerns about the Kemp Administration’s 1332 waiver proposal. Blood cancer patients
and their families know all too well that their survival depends on access to comprehensive health coverage.

This proposal eliminates critical patient protections. If the waiver is approved, people in Georgia who need
coverage may unknowingly purchase a health plan that does not provide the treatment or medications needed.
This means Georgians would have to rely on profit-driven health insurance brokers and agents for information
on plan options, rather than have an unbiased platform to compare and shop for comprehensive coverage.
This proposal rolls back progress that has been made in protecting patients and ensuring people who buy
individual coverage have high quality options available.

Our state leaders must prioritize the best interests of cancer patients and their families by halting this proposal.
(character limit of 32,500)
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JUST EXPAND MEDICAID DONT USE A WAIVER THAT IS MORE EXPENSIVE AND A STRANGE WORK
AROUND JUST SO YOU CAN MAKE SOME REPUBLICAN TALKING POINT. MORE PEOPLE COULD BE
COVERED AND OUR STATE WOULD BE BETTER FOR [T IF YOU KEMP WOULD JUST EXPAND MEDICAID.

(character limit of 32,500)
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As you are well aware, income disparity affects so many people living in the state of Georgia. Elected official
are hired by constituents to make a difference in their lives. When you make policies make choices as if you
are making them for your family. Let that be your test. What you want for yourself, you should want for others.
Please start to consider those who are vulnerable.

(character limit of 32,500)
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= The plan includes work reporting requirements, which are expensive for the state to implement and not
effective in getting more people connected to employment or volunteer activities.
» Georgia will likely miss out on funding to help pay for the program. The federal government pays 90% of the
cost of fully expanding Medicaid, but likely only 67% of this current proposal.
= Some Georgians will be required to pay a premium to enroll in Medicaid. Traditionally, premiums are not
required to get covered via Medicaid.
= Although 408,000 Georgians in this income range could be eligible for coverage, the Governor's office
estimates his plan will cover only around 25,000 for the first year of implementation and a total of only 50,000
within five years.

(character limit of 32,500)
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» The 1332 Waiver moves Georgia from the federal health insurance marketplace (also called healthcare.gov),
leaving consumers with no central, unbiased platform where they can compare and purchase comprehensive
insurance plans. Instead, of the central source of information, insurers will again have to depend on the
insurers themselves and brokers in order to compare and purchase plans. The consumer would lose the ability
to compare plans on-line through a central marketplace.

» Allows for the creation and purchase of plans that do not cover essential health benefits. (for example, a man
could eliminate maternity coverage). These plans largely target healthy individuals who are a low risk. This
proposal concerns advocates of women’s health because of concerns that the waiver would subsidize
insurance plans that do not cover maternity and newborn care as essential health benefits.

* Providing plans that allow for menu shopping of benefits drives up the cost of other plans which provide
comprehensive coverage. (The larger the insurance pool, the lower the costs).

(character limit of 32,500)
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» The 1332 Waiver moves Georgia from the federal health insurance marketplace (also called healthcare.gov),
leaving consumers with no central, unbiased platform where they can compare and purchase comprehensive
insurance plans. Instead, of the central source of information, insurers will again have to depend on the
insurers themselves and brokers in order to compare and purchase plans. The consumer would lose the ability
to compare plans on-line through a central marketplace.

» Allows for the creation and purchase of plans that do not cover essential health benefits. (for example, a man
could eliminate maternity coverage). These plans largely target healthy individuals who are a low risk. This
proposal concerns advocates of women’s health because of concerns that the waiver would subsidize
insurance plans that do not cover maternity and newborn care as essential health benefits.

* Providing plans that allow for menu shopping of benefits drives up the cost of other plans which provide
comprehensive coverage. (The larger the insurance pool, the lower the costs).
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l urge you to expand Medicaid fully. Your plan will only offer insurance to about 50,000 of the currently
uninsured Georgians. Drop the work requirements. Many people do contract work and wouldn't meet that 80 hr
a month criteria. Many older people lose their jobs between ages 50-65 and are not eligible for Medicare.
However, despite the current optimistic job statistics | know MANY friends and family members who are
unemployed in this age group who can't find decent-paying jobs. There is a LOT of age-discrimination in
companies' hiring practices. Also many people in the film and music industry work on projects and may not
work in specific months.

The volunteer 80-hr option sounds good, but in reality is difficult and expensive to supervise. When | was
working for a governmental agency, it took more time to constantly train and manage volunteers that were sent
to us by DFCS and other agencies than it was worth. You are constantly having to re-train new people, plus it
takes away the time from the organization's managers to perform their regularly-scheduled duties. Just expand
medicaid fully.

Also many Georgians have medical issues that preclude them from working, yet the disability courts etc. are
backlogged and don't declare them disabled.

Also DO NOT make any Georgian who doesn't qualify for any GA plan you develop ineligible for participation in
federal Affordable Care Act. Especially for those people who earn too little for subsidies, it would allow those
who can pay, or for whom family members' pay the premiums, to have good health care coverage for which
they might not be eligible through your proposed new GA plan.

(character limit of 32,500)
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Fully expand Medicaid instead.
(character limit of 32,500)
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See comments under first section
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Please revise this waiver to provide coverage to all Georgians eligible for Medicaid. A fiscal note prepared by
the Georgia Department of Audits suggests that expansion would cost less than the combined total for both
proposed waivers.
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I would like to suggest the following:

Help Georgia consumers make wise choices in selecting a health insurance plan for themselves and their
families by providing guidance in evaluating coverage against essential health benefits, provider networks,
premiums, deductibles, co-pays, plan limits, and maximum out-of-pocket spending.

Restrict the use of premium subsidies to qualified health plans offering all essential health benefits.
Alternatively, revise the waiver to specify the characteristics of non-qualified plans that will be eligible for
subsidies and how consumers would be protected.

Remove the cap on the premium subsidies to ensure that everyone eligible can receive them and afford their
health coverage.
(character limit of 32,500)
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I am writing to express concerns about the Kemp Administration’s 1332 waiver proposal. Blood cancer patients
and their families know all too well that their survival depends on access to comprehensive health coverage.

This proposal eliminates critical patient protections. If the waiver is approved, people in our state who need
coverage may unknowingly purchase a health plan that does not provide the treatment or medications needed.
This means Georgians would have to rely on profit-driven health insurance brokers and agents for information
on plan options, rather than have an unbiased platform to compare and shop for comprehensive coverage.
This proposal rolls back progress that has been made in protecting patients and ensuring people who buy
individual coverage have high quality options available.

Our state leaders must prioritize the best interests of cancer patients and their families by halting this proposal.
(character limit of 32,500)



Public Comments

General Information

Comment Date *

*
Comments for..

On behalf of *

Georgia Resident d

First Name *
Email *
Address

City

12/2/2019

Pl let us know what you are commenting on
[T 1115 Waiver - Georgia Pathways
W 1332 Waiver - Georgia Access
[T 1332 Waiver - Reinsurance

| am commenting on behalf of.. (choose one)

¢ Myself € Business/Organization

Are you a Georgia Resident? (choose one)
¢ Yes C No

Last Name * Baker

State Georgia




Comments for 1332 Waiver- Georgia Access

Comment details for 1332 Waiver - Georgia Access

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit
comments on multiple topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic* Georgia Access - Consumer Experience

*
Comments

I am writing to express concerns about the Kemp Administration’s 1332 waiver proposal. Blood cancer patients
and their families know all too well that their survival depends on access to comprehensive health coverage.

This proposal eliminates critical patient protections. If the waiver is approved, people in our state who need
coverage may unknowingly purchase a health plan that does not provide the treatment or medications needed.
This means Georgians would have to rely on profit-driven health insurance brokers and agents for information
on plan options, rather than have an unbiased platform to compare and shop for comprehensive coverage.
This proposal rolls back progress that has been made in protecting patients and ensuring people who buy
individual coverage have high quality options available.

Our state leaders must prioritize the best interests of cancer patients and their families by halting this proposal.
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Comments for 1115 Waiver - Georgia Pathways

Comment details for 1115 Waiver - Georgia Pathways

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit
comments on multiple topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic * Other

*
Comments

As a Georgian and someone personally affected by cystic fibrosis, | oppose the states 1115 Georgia Pathways
waiver and urge the state not to submit this waiver to the federal government.

Cystic fibrosis is a life-threatening genetic disease that causes persistent lung infections and progressively
limits the ability to breathe, often leading to respiratory failure. There is no known cure. As a complex, multi-
system condition, cystic fibrosis requires affordable and adequate health coverage for the targeted, highly

specialized treatment and medications necessary to fight the effects of the disease.

Medicaid plays an important role in helping people with CF access the specialized care and treatments they
need to stay healthy, and there are people with cystic fibrosis in Georgia who could benefit from the state
expanding Medicaid to the full federal poverty level. However, while many people with CF work, some are
unable to due to their health status or the amount of time they must spend on treatments to maintain or
improve their health.

Denying someone coverage because they are unable to satisfy a work requirement is dangerous for people
with life-threatening conditions like CF.

Respectfully, | urge you not to submit this waiver to the federal government.
(character limit of 32,500)
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Comments for 1332 Waiver- Georgia Access

Comment details for 1332 Waiver - Georgia Access

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit
comments on multiple topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic* Georgia Access - Other

*
Comments

As a Georgian and someone personally affected by cystic fibrosis, | oppose the states 1332 Georgia Access
waiver and urge the state not to submit this waiver to the federal government.

Cystic fibrosis is a life-threatening genetic disease that causes persistent lung infections and progressively
limits the ability to breathe, often leading to respiratory failure. There is no known cure. As a complex, multi-
system condition, cystic fibrosis requires affordable and adequate health coverage for the targeted, highly

specialized treatment and medications necessary to fight the effects of the disease.

The changes proposed in this waiver could hurt people with cystic fibrosis. Allowing the state to subsidize non-
qualified health insurance plans could destabilize the market as healthier people buy these cheaper, skimpier
plans and drive up the cost of comprehensive coverage for people with more serious health care needs like
CF.

Adding a budget cap to limit subsidies for marketplace plans would also be harmful. If more people who qualify
for subsidies apply for coverage than the state predicts, people who need this financial assistance to afford
their coverage would be put on a waiting list to receive it. People with cystic fibrosis cant afford to be on a
waiting list both financially, and for the sake of their health and wellbeing. Any loss or gaps in health coverage
puts the health of people with CF at risk.

People with cystic fibrosis already face enormous costs to manage their disease. While 98% of people with CF
have some type of health insurance coverage, almost 60% have skipped or delayed care due to cost
concerns. The changes proposed in this waiver could hurt people with CF in Georgia by increasing the cost of
their coverage and making it harder for them to access the treatments and care they need to live longer,
healthier lives.

Respectfully, | urge you not to submit this waiver to the federal government.
(character limit of 32,500)
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Comments for 1115 Waiver - Georgia Pathways

Comment details for 1115 Waiver - Georgia Pathways

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit
comments on multiple topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic * Other

*
Comments

As a Georgian and someone personally affected by cystic fibrosis, | oppose the states 1115 Georgia Pathways
waiver and urge the state not to submit this waiver to the federal government.

Cystic fibrosis is a life-threatening genetic disease that causes persistent lung infections and progressively
limits the ability to breathe, often leading to respiratory failure. There is no known cure. As a complex, multi-
system condition, cystic fibrosis requires affordable and adequate health coverage for the targeted, highly

specialized treatment and medications necessary to fight the effects of the disease.

Medicaid plays an important role in helping people with CF access the specialized care and treatments they
need to stay healthy, and there are people with cystic fibrosis in Georgia who could benefit from the state
expanding Medicaid to the full federal poverty level. However, while many people with CF work, some are
unable to due to their health status or the amount of time they must spend on treatments to maintain or
improve their health.

Denying someone coverage because they are unable to satisfy a work requirement is dangerous for people
with life-threatening conditions like CF.

Respectfully, | urge you not to submit this waiver to the federal government.
(character limit of 32,500)
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Comments for 1115 Waiver - Georgia Pathways

Comment details for 1115 Waiver - Georgia Pathways

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit
comments on multiple topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic * Other

*
Comments

As a Georgian and someone personally affected by cystic fibrosis, | oppose the states 1115 Georgia Pathways
waiver and urge the state not to submit this waiver to the federal government.

Cystic fibrosis is a life-threatening genetic disease that causes persistent lung infections and progressively
limits the ability to breathe, often leading to respiratory failure. There is no known cure. As a complex, multi-
system condition, cystic fibrosis requires affordable and adequate health coverage for the targeted, highly

specialized treatment and medications necessary to fight the effects of the disease.

Medicaid plays an important role in helping people with CF access the specialized care and treatments they
need to stay healthy, and there are people with cystic fibrosis in Georgia who could benefit from the state
expanding Medicaid to the full federal poverty level. However, while many people with CF work, some are
unable to due to their health status or the amount of time they must spend on treatments to maintain or
improve their health.

Denying someone coverage because they are unable to satisfy a work requirement is dangerous for people
with life-threatening conditions like CF.

Respectfully, | urge you not to submit this waiver to the federal government.
(character limit of 32,500)
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Comments for 1332 Waiver- Georgia Access

Comment details for 1332 Waiver - Georgia Access

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit
comments on multiple topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic* Georgia Access - Other

*
Comments

As a Georgian and someone personally affected by cystic fibrosis, | oppose the states 1332 Georgia Access
waiver and urge the state not to submit this waiver to the federal government.

Cystic fibrosis is a life-threatening genetic disease that causes persistent lung infections and progressively
limits the ability to breathe, often leading to respiratory failure. There is no known cure. As a complex, multi-
system condition, cystic fibrosis requires affordable and adequate health coverage for the targeted, highly

specialized treatment and medications necessary to fight the effects of the disease.

The changes proposed in this waiver could hurt people with cystic fibrosis. Allowing the state to subsidize non-
qualified health insurance plans could destabilize the market as healthier people buy these cheaper, skimpier
plans and drive up the cost of comprehensive coverage for people with more serious health care needs like
CF.

Adding a budget cap to limit subsidies for marketplace plans would also be harmful. If more people who qualify
for subsidies apply for coverage than the state predicts, people who need this financial assistance to afford
their coverage would be put on a waiting list to receive it. People with cystic fibrosis cant afford to be on a
waiting list both financially, and for the sake of their health and wellbeing. Any loss or gaps in health coverage
puts the health of people with CF at risk.

People with cystic fibrosis already face enormous costs to manage their disease. While 98% of people with CF
have some type of health insurance coverage, almost 60% have skipped or delayed care due to cost
concerns. The changes proposed in this waiver could hurt people with CF in Georgia by increasing the cost of
their coverage and making it harder for them to access the treatments and care they need to live longer,
healthier lives.

Respectfully, | urge you not to submit this waiver to the federal government.
(character limit of 32,500)
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Comments for 1115 Waiver - Georgia Pathways

Comment details for 1115 Waiver - Georgia Pathways

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit
comments on multiple topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic * Other

*
Comments

As a Georgian and someone personally affected by cystic fibrosis, | oppose the states 1115 Georgia Pathways
waiver and urge the state not to submit this waiver to the federal government.

Cystic fibrosis is a life-threatening genetic disease that causes persistent lung infections and progressively
limits the ability to breathe, often leading to respiratory failure. There is no known cure. As a complex, multi-
system condition, cystic fibrosis requires affordable and adequate health coverage for the targeted, highly

specialized treatment and medications necessary to fight the effects of the disease.

Medicaid plays an important role in helping people with CF access the specialized care and treatments they
need to stay healthy, and there are people with cystic fibrosis in Georgia who could benefit from the state
expanding Medicaid to the full federal poverty level. However, while many people with CF work, some are
unable to due to their health status or the amount of time they must spend on treatments to maintain or
improve their health.

Denying someone coverage because they are unable to satisfy a work requirement is dangerous for people
with life-threatening conditions like CF.

Respectfully, | urge you not to submit this waiver to the federal government.
(character limit of 32,500)
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Comments for 1332 Waiver- Georgia Access

Comment details for 1332 Waiver - Georgia Access

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit
comments on multiple topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic* Georgia Access - Other

*
Comments

As a Georgian and someone personally affected by cystic fibrosis, | oppose the states 1332 Georgia Access
waiver and urge the state not to submit this waiver to the federal government.

Cystic fibrosis is a life-threatening genetic disease that causes persistent lung infections and progressively
limits the ability to breathe, often leading to respiratory failure. There is no known cure. As a complex, multi-
system condition, cystic fibrosis requires affordable and adequate health coverage for the targeted, highly

specialized treatment and medications necessary to fight the effects of the disease.

The changes proposed in this waiver could hurt people with cystic fibrosis. Allowing the state to subsidize non-
qualified health insurance plans could destabilize the market as healthier people buy these cheaper, skimpier
plans and drive up the cost of comprehensive coverage for people with more serious health care needs like
CF.

Adding a budget cap to limit subsidies for marketplace plans would also be harmful. If more people who qualify
for subsidies apply for coverage than the state predicts, people who need this financial assistance to afford
their coverage would be put on a waiting list to receive it. People with cystic fibrosis cant afford to be on a
waiting list both financially, and for the sake of their health and wellbeing. Any loss or gaps in health coverage
puts the health of people with CF at risk.

People with cystic fibrosis already face enormous costs to manage their disease. While 98% of people with CF
have some type of health insurance coverage, almost 60% have skipped or delayed care due to cost
concerns. The changes proposed in this waiver could hurt people with CF in Georgia by increasing the cost of
their coverage and making it harder for them to access the treatments and care they need to live longer,
healthier lives.

Respectfully, | urge you not to submit this waiver to the federal government.
(character limit of 32,500)
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Comments for 1115 Waiver - Georgia Pathways

Comment details for 1115 Waiver - Georgia Pathways

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit
comments on multiple topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic * Other

*
Comments

As a Georgian and someone personally affected by cystic fibrosis, | oppose the states 1115 Georgia Pathways
waiver and urge the state not to submit this waiver to the federal government.

Cystic fibrosis is a life-threatening genetic disease that causes persistent lung infections and progressively
limits the ability to breathe, often leading to respiratory failure. There is no known cure. As a complex, multi-
system condition, cystic fibrosis requires affordable and adequate health coverage for the targeted, highly

specialized treatment and medications necessary to fight the effects of the disease.

Medicaid plays an important role in helping people with CF access the specialized care and treatments they
need to stay healthy, and there are people with cystic fibrosis in Georgia who could benefit from the state
expanding Medicaid to the full federal poverty level. However, while many people with CF work, some are
unable to due to their health status or the amount of time they must spend on treatments to maintain or
improve their health.

Denying someone coverage because they are unable to satisfy a work requirement is dangerous for people
with life-threatening conditions like CF.

Respectfully, | urge you not to submit this waiver to the federal government.
(character limit of 32,500)
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Comments for 1332 Waiver- Georgia Access

Comment details for 1332 Waiver - Georgia Access

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit
comments on multiple topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic* Georgia Access - Other

*
Comments

As a Georgian and someone personally affected by cystic fibrosis, | oppose the states 1332 Georgia Access
waiver and urge the state not to submit this waiver to the federal government.

Cystic fibrosis is a life-threatening genetic disease that causes persistent lung infections and progressively
limits the ability to breathe, often leading to respiratory failure. There is no known cure. As a complex, multi-
system condition, cystic fibrosis requires affordable and adequate health coverage for the targeted, highly

specialized treatment and medications necessary to fight the effects of the disease.

The changes proposed in this waiver could hurt people with cystic fibrosis. Allowing the state to subsidize non-
qualified health insurance plans could destabilize the market as healthier people buy these cheaper, skimpier
plans and drive up the cost of comprehensive coverage for people with more serious health care needs like
CF.

Adding a budget cap to limit subsidies for marketplace plans would also be harmful. If more people who qualify
for subsidies apply for coverage than the state predicts, people who need this financial assistance to afford
their coverage would be put on a waiting list to receive it. People with cystic fibrosis cant afford to be on a
waiting list both financially, and for the sake of their health and wellbeing. Any loss or gaps in health coverage
puts the health of people with CF at risk.

People with cystic fibrosis already face enormous costs to manage their disease. While 98% of people with CF
have some type of health insurance coverage, almost 60% have skipped or delayed care due to cost
concerns. The changes proposed in this waiver could hurt people with CF in Georgia by increasing the cost of
their coverage and making it harder for them to access the treatments and care they need to live longer,
healthier lives.

Respectfully, | urge you not to submit this waiver to the federal government.
(character limit of 32,500)
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Comment details for 1115 Waiver - Georgia Pathways

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit
comments on multiple topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ Program Goals

*
Comments

I STRONGLY OPPOSE both of these draconian measures!!! Both Waiver 1115 and Waiver 1332 are
UNACCEPTABLE!!!

Georgia has the MOST maternal deaths in the US!!! https://www.wabe.org/maternal-mortality-georgia/

How dare you attempt to lessen medical coverage in Georgia!!! Have you no shame?! Both of these Waivers
are UNTENABLE!!!

(character limit of 32,500)
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Comment details for 1332 Waiver - Reinsurance

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit
comments on multiple topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic* Reinsurance - Parameters (Cap, Attachment Point, and
Coinsurance)

*
Comments

I STRONGLY OPPOSE both of these draconian measures!!! Both Waiver 1115 and Waiver 1332 are
UNACCEPTABLE!!!
Georgia has the MOST maternal deaths in the US!!! https://www.wabe.org/maternal-mortality-georgia/
How dare you attempt to lessen medical coverage in Georgia!!! Have you no shame?! Both of these Waivers
are UNTENABLE!!!

(character limit of 32,500)
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Comment details for 1332 Waiver - Georgia Access

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit
comments on multiple topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic* Georgia Access - State Program Cost and Budget

*
Comments

I STRONGLY OPPOSE both of these draconian measures!!! Both Waiver 1115 and Waiver 1332 are
UNACCEPTABLE!!!

Georgia has the MOST maternal deaths in the US!!! https://www.wabe.org/maternal-mortality-georgia/

How dare you attempt to lessen medical coverage in Georgia!!! Have you no shame?! Both of these Waivers
are UNTENABLE!!!

(character limit of 32,500)
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Comment details for 1115 Waiver - Georgia Pathways

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit
comments on multiple topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic * Other

*
Comments

You want to hear a story to help make a case to do the best thing for my community? You want me to again go
through the experience that caused me harm? You want to understand the gaps in treatment systems to make
improvements? You want to find a way to assist the homeless population that is visibly growing in the downtown
Atlanta area? You want to know... Driving to work you see the homeless. | have personally been a recipient
and facilitator of recovery support services and what | know is that | am constantly triggered every single time |
leave where | stay. | was a part of getting the information (data) to give to the public servant that said they were
for my community. | told my community if we tell them what we need they will give us the help we need. | tried to
instill in my children to have faith in the process for change. Unfortunately just like my community my kids see
me still trying to be seen and heard. | heard last night that we have been waiting a long time for our public
servant to do the public good. How can you truly be the servant you pledge to be when you have the data and
can see the public's plight from your office window? I'm nobody though and my children and community doesn't
matter. 3 billion dollars in Federal funding that can help build on what we do have answers for and you want to
refuse it? We know that what's predictable is preventable and for you to ignore what the public has shown you
is a clear example of what i think it means to CANCEL MY CULTURE! Do not support this waiver. EXPAND
MEDICAID!

(character limit of 32,500)
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Comments for 1115 Waiver - Georgia Pathways

Comment details for 1115 Waiver - Georgia Pathways

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit
comments on multiple topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic*  Eligibility Criteria

Comments*
why on earth wouldn't you just expand Medicaid all the way? 100% FPL isn't an accurate measure of real
poverty - you're just preventing people who are already working multiple low wage jobs from getting health
care.

(character limit of 32,500)

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit
comments on multiple topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic* Employer Sponsored Insurance

*
Comments

How on earth are people earning minimum wage, or close to it, supposed to afford the health insurance offered
by walmart or whatever, AND still make rent and feed their kids? you're trapping someone in a no win-situation
rather than just taking advantage of what Medicaid expansion is supposed to offer.

(character limit of 32,500)

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit
comments on multiple topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic* Premiums, Copayments, Member Rewards Account

*
Comments

If somebody dies because they didn't go to the doctor because they didn't have the copay, | hope you're

happy.
(character limit of 32,500)

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit
comments on multiple topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ Program Goals

Comments*
The simplest way to improve Georgia's economy and the health of its workforce is to fully expand Medicaid.
This is a bassackward way to try to do that.

(character limit of 32,500)

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit
comments on multiple topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic* State Program Cost and Budget

*
Comments



As a taxpayer and Cobb County resident, I'm appalled that you're spending MORE of my money to cover LESS
people than if you just expanded Medicaid fully. This is moronic.
(character limit of 32,500)

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit
comments on multiple topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic* Other

*
Comments

This is a waste of taxpayers' money as currently designed. Please reformulate and make this full Expansion.
(character limit of 32,500)
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Comment details for 1332 Waiver - Georgia Access

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit
comments on multiple topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic* Georgia Access - Other

*
Comments

As a Georgian and someone personally affected by cystic fibrosis, | oppose the states 1332 Georgia Access
waiver and urge the state not to submit this waiver to the federal government.

Cystic fibrosis is a life-threatening genetic disease that causes persistent lung infections and progressively
limits the ability to breathe, often leading to respiratory failure. There is no known cure. As a complex, multi-
system condition, cystic fibrosis requires affordable and adequate health coverage for the targeted, highly

specialized treatment and medications necessary to fight the effects of the disease.

The changes proposed in this waiver could hurt people with cystic fibrosis. Allowing the state to subsidize non-
qualified health insurance plans could destabilize the market as healthier people buy these cheaper, skimpier
plans and drive up the cost of comprehensive coverage for people with more serious health care needs like
CF.

Adding a budget cap to limit subsidies for marketplace plans would also be harmful. If more people who qualify
for subsidies apply for coverage than the state predicts, people who need this financial assistance to afford
their coverage would be put on a waiting list to receive it. People with cystic fibrosis cant afford to be on a
waiting list both financially, and for the sake of their health and wellbeing. Any loss or gaps in health coverage
puts the health of people with CF at risk.

People with cystic fibrosis already face enormous costs to manage their disease. While 98% of people with CF
have some type of health insurance coverage, almost 60% have skipped or delayed care due to cost
concerns. The changes proposed in this waiver could hurt people with CF in Georgia by increasing the cost of
their coverage and making it harder for them to access the treatments and care they need to live longer,
healthier lives.

Respectfully, | urge you not to submit this waiver to the federal government.
(character limit of 32,500)
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Comments for 1115 Waiver - Georgia Pathways

Comment details for 1115 Waiver - Georgia Pathways

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit
comments on multiple topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic * Other

*
Comments

As a Georgian and someone personally affected by cystic fibrosis, | oppose the states 1115 Georgia Pathways
waiver and urge the state not to submit this waiver to the federal government.

Cystic fibrosis is a life-threatening genetic disease that causes persistent lung infections and progressively
limits the ability to breathe, often leading to respiratory failure. There is no known cure. As a complex, multi-
system condition, cystic fibrosis requires affordable and adequate health coverage for the targeted, highly

specialized treatment and medications necessary to fight the effects of the disease.

Medicaid plays an important role in helping people with CF access the specialized care and treatments they
need to stay healthy, and there are people with cystic fibrosis in Georgia who could benefit from the state
expanding Medicaid to the full federal poverty level. However, while many people with CF work, some are
unable to due to their health status or the amount of time they must spend on treatments to maintain or
improve their health.

Denying someone coverage because they are unable to satisfy a work requirement is dangerous for people
with life-threatening conditions like CF.

Respectfully, | urge you not to submit this waiver to the federal government.
(character limit of 32,500)
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comments on multiple topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ Program Goals

*
Comments

I do not support the proposed Georgia Pathways program. We need full Medicaid Expansion without work
requirements. This does not affect me directly but | believe that all Georgia residents deserve full and easy
access to medical care. We should take back those federal dollars and not leave them on the table. It's the
humane thing to do.

(character limit of 32,500)
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Comment details for 1115 Waiver - Georgia Pathways

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit
comments on multiple topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic ™ Program Goals

*
Comments

Anyone who has ever been poor enough to not have insurance understands how damaging the current plan
is. We need to cover MORE people, not fewer. | was without insurance for close to a decade and it was very
scary. Something as simple as a broken arm would have wiped me out completely and cancer would have
wiped my whole family out-- maybe for the next generation as well.

We should accept the federal money and cover more people, period. This would costs Georgia less money
and it would also cost individuals less.
(character limit of 32,500)



Comments for 1332 Waiver- Georgia Access
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Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit
comments on multiple topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic* Georgia Access - Other

Comments*
Doesn't matter what i write, or how much ridiculous and unnecessary work a state-level marketplace makes.
Kemp's gonna Kemp.

(character limit of 32,500)
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Comment Topic* Georgia Access - Consumer Experience

*
Comments

I am writing to express concerns about the Kemp Administration’s 1332 waiver proposal. Blood cancer patients
and their families know all too well that their survival depends on access to comprehensive health coverage.

This proposal eliminates critical patient protections. If the waiver is approved, people in our state who need
coverage may unknowingly purchase a health plan that does not provide the treatment or medications needed.
This means Georgians would have to rely on profit-driven health insurance brokers and agents for information
on plan options, rather than have an unbiased platform to compare and shop for comprehensive coverage.
This proposal rolls back progress that has been made in protecting patients and ensuring people who buy
individual coverage have high quality options available.

Our state leaders must prioritize the best interests of cancer patients and their families by halting this proposal.
(character limit of 32,500)
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*
Comments

I am writing to express concerns about the Kemp Administration’s 1115 waiver proposal. Blood cancer patients
and their families understand first-hand that their survival depends on access to affordable treatment and
medication.

Governor Kemp's proposed changes to the state’s Medicaid program would cover only a fraction of uninsured,
low-income Georgians and leaves billions of federal health care dollars on the table. Georgia is turning down
$8 million a day ($3 billion per year) that could be used to give access to health care coverage to hardworking
Georgians.

As cancer patients and survivors know all too well, just one medical bill can send a person into bankruptcy if
they are uninsured. Georgians need the security of quality health care coverage when they need it most,
without facing huge medical bills or going into bankruptcy.

This proposal does little to help those in the most need and makes little economic sense for the state — it must
be stopped.
(character limit of 32,500)
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Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit
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*
Comments

Please expand Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act instead of implementing a work around that costs
Georgians more while covering less individuals. Additionally, the work requirements to enroll in this program
are asinine at best. Georgia is failing across the board in terms of quality and access to healthcare. By looking
at other states who have expanded Medicaid under the ACA, we could be thriving — but instead our rural
hospitals are closing, maternal healthcare ranks the lowest in the nation, and Georgians are struggling to care
for themselves and their families.

(character limit of 32,500)
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Comment details for 1332 Waiver - Reinsurance

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit
comments on multiple topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic* Reinsurance - State Program Cost and Budget

*
Comments

Please expand Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act instead of implementing a work around that costs
Georgians more while covering less individuals. Additionally, the work requirements to enroll in this program
are asinine at best. Georgia is failing across the board in terms of quality and access to healthcare. By looking
at other states who have expanded Medicaid under the ACA, we could be thriving — but instead our rural
hospitals are closing, maternal healthcare ranks the lowest in the nation, and Georgians are struggling to care
for themselves and their families.

(character limit of 32,500)
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Comment details for 1332 Waiver - Georgia Access

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit
comments on multiple topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic* Georgia Access - State Program Cost and Budget

*
Comments

Please expand Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act instead of implementing a work around that costs
Georgians more while covering less individuals. Additionally, the work requirements to enroll in this program
are asinine at best. Georgia is failing across the board in terms of quality and access to healthcare. By looking
at other states who have expanded Medicaid under the ACA, we could be thriving — but instead our rural
hospitals are closing, maternal healthcare ranks the lowest in the nation, and Georgians are struggling to care
for themselves and their families.

(character limit of 32,500)
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The illusion of coverage

The 1115 waiver would extend Medicaid coverage to residents with earnings below the poverty line only if they
meet a burdensome work requirement and pay premiums. There would be no exceptions to the work
requirement, meaning people who cannot work due to a disability, serious illness, or caregiving responsibilities
could not get coverage.

While the state estimates over 408,000 non-elderly uninsured adult Georgians with incomes below the poverty
line are uninsured, Georgia projects that only about 50,000 will eventually enroll in Medicaid through the
waiver, due to its burdensome requirements.

Coverage of 50,000 persons out of 408,000 persons is not coverage. Coverage for 1 in 8 is not coverage.
Coverage of less than 13% is not coverage. Would we accept 13% of a bridge being built as a bridge? Wouid
our state troopers accept 13% of their compensation as being paid in full? Would teachers work in a school
that is 13% built?

(character limit of 32,500)

Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit
comments on multiple topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic* State Program Cost and Budget

*
Comments



The paramount duty of government

Article |, Section |, Paragraph Il of the Georgia constitution reads, in part, "Protection to person . . . is the
paramount duty of government and shall be impartial and complete.”

Combined, the state estimates that it will spend about $322 million — or about $215 million excluding costs
covered by user fees — to extend coverage to just under 80,000 Georgians under the 1332 and 1115 waivers.

Instead of pursuing these two limited waivers, Georgia can and should accept the ACA’s Medicaid expansion
and allow all residents earning under 138% of the federal poverty line to qualify for Medicaid coverage.

Doing so would extend coverage to between 487,000 and 598,000 residents at a net state cost of $188 million
to $213 million, according to state estimates.

Doing so would provide coverage for approximately 10-12x as many people as would be covered by the 1115
waiver for less money. And that is without taking into account the savings to other budgets and funding
sources at the state, county, and local levels that would not have to pay for care to uninsured patients.

Georgia has the opportunity to expand coverage to hundreds of thousands of people that would result in
significant benefits to the state’s residents, including fewer premature deaths and improved access to care and
financial security for people gaining coverage.

The Georgia constitution provides that protection to person is the paramount duty of government and shall be
impartial and complete. The proposed waiver leaves many Georgians unprotected, making it neither imparital
or complete.

(character limit of 32,500)
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Comments*
The waiver includes a proposal to establish a reinsurance program. Similar programs have been successfully
implemented in other states, reducing premiums for unsubsidized consumers. Georgia should move forward
with this proposal while dropping the harmful components of the waiver.

(character limit of 32,500)
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Select the topic area that applies to the comments being submitted and type comments into the field below. To submit
comments on multiple topics select the “Click Here to Add Additional Comments” at the bottom of the page.

Comment Topic* Georgia Access - Other

*
Comments

The paramount duty of government

Article |, Section |, Paragraph Il of the Georgia constitution reads, in part, "Protection to person . . . is the
paramount duty of government and shall be impartial and complete.”

Combined, the state estimates that it will spend about $322 million — or about $215 million excluding costs
covered by user fees — to extend coverage to just under 80,000 Georgians under the 1332 and 1115 waivers.

Instead of pursuing these two limited waivers, Georgia can and should accept the ACA’s Medicaid expansion
and allow all residents earning under 138% of the federal poverty line to qualify for Medicaid coverage.

Doing so would extend coverage to between 487,000 and 598,000 residents at a net state cost of $188 million
to $213 million, according to state estimates.

Doing so would provide coverage for approximately 10-12x as many people as would be covered by the 1115
waiver for less money. And that is without taking into account the savings to other budgets and funding
sources at the state, county, and local levels that would not have to pay for care to uninsured patients.

Georgia has the opportunity to expand coverage to hundreds of thousands of people that would result in
significant benefits to the state’s residents, including fewer premature deaths and improved access to care and
financial security for people gaining coverage.

The Georgia constitution provides that protection to person is the paramount duty of government and shall be
impartial and complete. The proposed waiver leaves many Georgians unprotected, making it neither imparital
nor complete.

(character limit of 32,500)
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The waiver should benefit Georgia's citizens, not insurers at the expense of citizens.

The 1332 waiver allows alarming changes to policies governing the financial assistance people receive to
purchase health coverage under t<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>